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• State law prohibits the disposal of home-generated sharps waste in 
trash, recycling, and green waste containers. 

 

• The law also requires that sharps waste be transported or mailed to 
an authorized facility using an approved sharps container. 

 

• Cities, Counties and manufacturers are encouraged to develop 
programs and services to assist with proper management. 

Senate Bill 1305 
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 County of Los Angeles  

Efforts  

• Safety 

• No Alternatives 
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Program Specifics 
Implemented - July 1, 2008 

 

• Program Goal: Provide convenient and 
accessible means for residents to properly 
dispose of home-generated sharps waste 
  
• Convenience is key to the success of the 
program 
 

• Partnerships- leverage limited resources 
 
• Protect the environment and public health 
and safety  
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Available Sharps Containers 

Regular Container 

• 1-gallon (BD Container) 

• State approved 

• Holds apprx. 120 1cc syringes 

• Available at all distribution and  
some collection sites 

 

Mail-Back Container 

• 1.0 Quart (Sharps Compliance Inc.) 

• Barcode tracking system 

• USPS pre-paid postage box 

• Available to disabled, elderly, or 
home-bound residents 
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Main Distribution  

and Collection Sites 
Site Distribution Collection 

HHW mobile collection events 

City of LA S.A.F.E. Centers (6 locations) 

AVECC (Antelope Valley Environmental 

Collection Center) 

LACo Dept. Public Health (14 public clinics) 

LACo Dept. Health Services (1 public clinic) 

LACo Sheriff’s Dept. (21 sheriff stations) 

Goodwill Stores (16+ locations) 

LA County Public Works Headquarters 

Other Designated City Locations 
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Los Angeles County Public Health Department 

Successful Partnership 

• Designated 14 clinics -distribution & collection 
of sharps waste 

• No safety issues reported 

• Home-generated sharps waste is added to the 
clinics existing medical waste stream disposal 
 

Award and Recognition 

• The Program received a Special Merit Plaque from the County 
Productivity and Quality Awards for the collaborative partnership 
to protect the public and the environment. 
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http://www.lapublichealth.org/index.htm


 

Successful Partnership 
Los Angeles County Public Health Clinics 
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Successful and 

 Innovative Partnership 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 

 

• Designated 21 Sheriff’s stations for collection 
of sharps waste 

• Anonymous drop-off of home-generated 
sharps waste  

• Drop-off containers available 24/7 

• Waste handled through certified contractor 

• FY 10/11 collected approximately 9,000 
pounds of sharps waste 
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http://sheriff.lacounty.gov/wps/portal/lasd


Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Stations 

Successful and Innovative Partnership 
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Public Outreach Efforts 

• Media Releases 

• Newspaper Advertisements 

• Newspaper Articles 

• Brochures  

• Posters 

• Dedicated Website: 

ladpw.org/epd/HHW/sharps/sites.cfm 
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Collection Stats 
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Collection Stats  
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Future Goals For the Program 

• Partnerships with pharmacies, medical 
facilities, and retail stores 

 

• Public Education 

 

• Increase Collection 
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