CPSC was asked to provide sample language for an email that Associates can send to their friends, families and colleagues to help introduce CPSC, help CPSC gain new Partners and Stakeholders and help raise funds for the organization. We appreciate your willingness to help and have drafted the following email for you to use:

  
Hi (insert name), 

 

Have you ever wondered why so many of the products we buy today are designed for disposal instead of reuse, repair and recycling? It seems like we often end up with more packaging than the actual product in it! And why do I need a special tool to remove the hermetically sealed plastic packaging from the item I just bought? Why are manufacturers producing products that are hazardous instead of focusing on green design and why do you and I, as taxpayers and ratepayers, have to pay for disposal of hazardous products that we don’t use – doesn’t that amount to subsidizing the types of products we intentionally avoid? 
These are complicated questions that I deal with on a regular basis in my line of work and questions that we all face daily as consumers. It might seem like we can’t do much to change the situation, but together, we have power. That’s why I’m glad the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is leading the charge for green design and product take-back in California. This movement is called ‘product stewardship’ and it’s not a new concept. It’s been a part of commerce in Europe, Japan, Korea, Canada and many other countries for years but it’s just now starting to take hold in the U.S. thanks to organizations like CPSC.  We need manufacturers to work with government waste managers to design greener products whenever possible and we need them to help take responsibility for the end-of-life management of the products they create. As a taxpayer and ratepayer, I don’t want to foot someone else’s disposal bill, I don’t want to grow government to manage product waste, I don’t want the private sector to externalize their costs onto the public sector, and I want my choices as a consumer to be respected. 

If you feel the same way, I hope you’ll take a minute to check out CPSC’s website. There’s great information there about why we need product stewardship and how it can help solve many of today’s public health and environmental issues like the escalating product waste stream, the use of toxics in products, ocean litter and greenhouse gas emissions. If you’re interested in finding out more, please join CPSC as a Stakeholder so you can receive email announcements and the bi-monthly e-newsletter, News mail. CPSC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit public benefits corporation representing local governments, businesses and individuals. I strongly believe in CPSC’s mission and I’m a supporter myself. CPSC is a lean and efficient organization that’s working hard to change the way we manage product waste and to create a healthier and more economically stable California, in part by encouraging private sector jobs in waste recovery. Eighty-seven cents out of every dollar donated goes directly to CPSC’s programs! I hope you’ll consider making a tax-deductible contribution. Every little bit helps and it’s easy to donate. ?

I don’t normally ask my friends and family to get involved, but I made an exception this time because I really believe in what CPSC is doing and I really want to help. Let me know what you think. I’d be happy to talk to you about this some more. Oh, and you can follow and participate with CPSC on Facebook or LinkedIn, too. 
