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     JANUARY 5, 2009
CONSENT CALENDAR

SUBJECT:
SUPPORT TO JOIN THE CALIFORNIA PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP COUNCIL
INITIATED BY:
MAYOR PRO TEMPORE ABBE LAND



(Corri Planck, Council Deputy)
STATEMENT ON THE SUBJECT:

The City Council will consider joining the California Product Stewardship Council.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) Direct staff to complete California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) pledge form and submit appropriate fees on behalf of the City of West Hollywood.

BACKGROUND ANALYSIS:

The mission of the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is to shift our state’s product waste management system from one focused on local government funded and ratepayer financed waste diversion to a system that relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce public costs and drive further improvements in product design that will promote environmental sustainability.

The CPSC is a coalition of local government, their associations and organizations related to solid waste, recycling, resource conservation, environmental protection, water quality and other cross-media issues. Together with non-government organizations (NGOs) individuals, and businesses across California they form a network supporting product stewardship and extended producer responsibility (EPR). CPSC is a federally recognized 501(c) 3 non-profit public benefit California corporation.

Local governments throughout the state must meet increasing environmental mandates, including reducing the waste that goes to landfills and preventing hazardous waste from being improperly disposed of. The burden of waste reduction and diversion has fallen to consumers and local governments, often with no funding to help reach the mandated goals. Manufacturers do not currently have a legal requirement to take responsibility for the impact of their products on the environment or on public health after the productions have been used or consumed. We applaud those manufacturers who have taken seriously their impact on the environment and have then chosen to reduce or change the makeup and/or packaging of their products.

Encouraging extended producer responsibility, the CPSC works to create enhanced and shared responsibility mechanisms for manufacturers to help mitigate -- and ideally eliminate -- the negative impact of their products after consumption. Some mechanisms include legal requirements to phase out toxic materials, or to take back products after consumption. The CPSC is also looking at the possibility of financial incentives to redesign products or reduce excess packaging. 
The CPSC supports relationship building among local government and other stakeholders to increase capacity and knowledge in order to bring about producer-financed system for the life cycle and end-of-life management of their products. In addition, the CPSC also develops practical tools to support extended producer responsibility, including model ordinances and legislation, policy briefings and more.

Support of this measure is consistent with City policy. The City of West Hollywood has an extensive history of support for policies that protect and enhance the environment.
CONFORMANCE WITH VISION 2020:

This item is consistent with West Hollywood’s Ongoing Strategic Programs of Adaptability to Future Change; Promoting Economic Development while Maintaining Business Vitality and Diversity; and Actively Participating in Regional Issues.

OFFICE OF PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY:

Office of Mayor Pro Tempore Abbe Land.

FISCAL IMPACT:

Fees for the City of West Hollywood (cities with populations of less than 50,000) are $1,000. Funds are budgeted as membership and dues, account number 100-1-01-00-521002.

