California State Association of Counties (CSAC)

Resolution in Support of Extended Producer Responsibility

Framework Approach (10/5/08)
Definition of Extended Producer Responsibility.  Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) is the extension of the responsibility of producers, and all entities involved in the product chain, to reduce the cradle-to-cradle impacts of a product and its packaging.  The greatest responsibility lies with the producer, or brand owner, who makes design, marketing and packaging decisions.

Extended Producer Responsibility Policy Statement.  The California State Association of Counties (CSAC) supports legislative and policy changes that shift responsibility for financing and managing products at the end-of-life away from local governments to the producers of products.   

Producer responsibility removes the financial burden of product waste management from local governments, ratepayers and taxpayers and makes responsible management and recycling of products at the end of life a cost of doing business.  Placing the responsibility with producers also provides an incentive to producers to redesign their products so as to reduce or eliminate their environmental impacts and to increase their recyclability.   CSAC endorses producer financed and managed product take-back, in collaboration with retailers, to local government operated programs.

