	
	Now
	L.D. 1631 Passed

	Prioritization Process:
	No:

· Organizations, towns, legislators, etc. can introduce a bill to designate any product as a candidate for a product stewardship program.

	Yes:

· DEP reviews existing product stewardship programs and conducts prioritization process to identify candidate products for product stewardship programs.
· Candidate products would be selected according to criteria factoring in environmental impacts, costs for municipalities, opportunities for business and similar programs running in other jurisdictions.


	Reviews Existing Product Stewardship Programs: 
	Somewhat:

· Most product stewardship laws on the books have statutory reporting requirements of annual or bi-annual reports from DEP.  Some do not.
	Yes:

· DEP would review existing programs and report annually to the Legislature.  Potential improvements can be recommended.

· The Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources would have the authority to report out legislation incorporating those improvements.

	Legislative Authority to Establish Product Stewardship Programs:
	Yes:

· The product-specific bill would go through the legislative process, with the Legislature determining if the product should be collected and recycled through a product stewardship program.
	Yes:

· The  Joint Standing Committee on Natural Resources would have the authority to report out legislation for a prioritized candidate-product based on the annual report.

· That product-specific bill would go through the legislative process, with the Legislature determining if the product should be collected and recycled through a product stewardship program.


	Product Stewardship Program Requirements, Plans and Reporting:
	Yes:

· All of our product-specific laws have basic requirements for manufacturers: 1) convenient collection, 2) a plan for the program, 3) annual reporting, 4) sales-bans on non-compliant products, 5) measures to ensure the program’s effectiveness.
	Yes:

· New product stewardship laws passed by the legislature would be subject to basic best-management practices for product stewardship programs: 1) convenient collection, 2) a plan for the program, 3) annual reporting, 4) sales-bans on non-compliant products, 5) measures to ensure the program’s effectiveness.

	Recognition for Manufacturers Participating in Product Stewardship Programs:
	No:

· Manufacturers abide by the statutory requirements without recognition.
	Yes:

· Manufacturers participating in any Maine product stewardship program would be recognized as “Product Stewardship Leaders” for their contribution in helping to create a sustainable economy.

	Stakeholder Input
	No:

· Bills are introduced without stakeholder input.
	Yes:

· Stakeholders and interested parties have opportunities to provide comments to the legislature on the report. 
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