April 25, 2011
Jon Dickinson, California State and Local Government Affairs Manager

Hewlett-Packard Company

3000 Hanover Street

Mail Stop 1050

Palo Alto, CA 94304-1112
RE: California Senate Bill 515 (Corbett) Battery Stewardship Act
Dear Mr. Dickinson:

The City/County of _______ (City/County) is an enterprise customer of Hewlett-Packard (HP), and is currently in the _th year of a _-year service contract with a total value of $ __________.  We value our customer relationship with HP, as well as the company’s commitment to sustainability.

The City/County is a member of the California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) and supports Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) legislation such as California Senate Bill 515 (Corbett), the Battery Stewardship Act, which would require manufacturers of household batteries to design, fund, and operate an EPR program for products they sell in California.  
In 2006, household batteries were classified in California as Universal Waste, and banned from disposal as solid waste. However, this ‘ban without a plan’ has resulted in few options for consumers to dispose of used batteries, and increased costs for local governments  to collect batteries and clean-up improperly disposed batteries in our streets, parks, and waterways.

It is my understanding that HP is actively opposing SB 515.  I request that HP withdraw its opposition, and actively work with CPSC and other stakeholders to come to agreement on an EPR bill for household batteries that makes it easier for people to properly dispose of batteries and relieves local governments of the unfair financial burden placed on them to manage batteries at end of life.
Thank you for your leadership in this important issue.  
Sincerely,

_______________
Mayor, City Manager, etc
cc:
_______________, City/County of  ____________ HP Account Manager
