DATE
Senator Christine Kehoe, Chair
Senate Appropriations Committee

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

RE: SB 515 (Corbett) Battery Stewardship Act - Support

Dear Senator Kehoe and Committee Members:

(Insert name of organization) urges your support of SB 515, which would require battery manufacturers to create and implement a stewardship program to manage batteries at end of life.
In February 2006, all household batteries were banned from solid waste landfills and classified as universal waste because they contain heavy metals, a corrosive electrolyte, or both. Consumers can’t put them in their trash or recycling bins, but because few options exist for their proper disposal, most are illegally dumped in landfills.

SB 515 will create a system for battery recycling that will be easy for consumers to use and facilitate high rates of battery recycling, while ensuring all parties in the product chain share in the responsibility to manage batteries. The bill will alleviate the significant financial burden of up to $2,700 per ton paid for by local governments via taxes and garbage rates to manage materials banned from landfill, and provide incentives for producers to make their products more recyclable and less toxic. It will also allow manufacturers to design the system that works best for their business model.   
California’s local governments need the battery industry to take a leadership role in managing their product waste. The bill should maintain requirements that ensure recycling opportunities are convenient to the public and are accompanied by an effective public education and outreach campaign, as well as provide adequate state over sight.  Please modify data here on costs to manage batteries in your jurisdiction, estimated households recycling vs. throwing them in the trash, any other important local data such as what that money could be used for if not spent on batteries. 
The program envisioned in SB 515 will help California’s economy by ensuring that spent batteries are properly managed by the private sector, not by growing government.  
(Insert name of organization) strongly urges your support of SB 515.
Sincerely,
Name

Title
Cc: Members, Senate Appropriations Committee

Senator Mimi Walters, Fax (916) 445-9754
Senator Elaine Alquist, Fax (916) 324-0283
Senator Bill Emmerson, Fax (916) 327-2187
Senator Ted W. Lieu, Fax (916) 323-6056
Senator Fran Pavley, Fax (916) 324-4823

Senator Curren Price, Fax (916) 445-8899

Senator Sharon Runner, Fax (916) 445-4662
Senator Darrell Steinberg, Fax (916) 323-2263
Senate Majority Leader Ellen Corbett, Fax (916) 327-2433 
