California Produci Siewardship Council

PO Box 216381, Sacramento CA 95821

July 1, 2008

Mr. Don Knauss, Chairman & CEO
The Clorox Company

1221 Broadway

Oakland, CA 94612

SUBJECT: Producer Responsibility for Brita Filter Cartridges
Dear Mr. Knauss,

The California Product Stewardship Council (CPSC) is a non-profit California corporation comprised
of local governments and associations. CPSC’s mission is to shift California’s product waste
management system from one focused on local government funded and ratepayer financed to one that
relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce public costs and drive improvements in product
design that promote environmental sustainability.

We are aware of the Brita On Tap faucet filters and Brita pitcher filters and are concerned that the
product filters were designed to be disposed, not recycled. It is unacceptable that plastic from these
discarded filters will end up in a landfill, or worse, be burned in an incinerator. =~ We urge you to
redesign the filter cartridges so that they can be refilled and/or create a system to recycle these plastic
filter cartridges instead of sending them to the landfill.

As you know, Brita in Europe has developed a comprehensive take-back recycling program for all of
its filter cartridges which is not dependent on municipal recycling or disposal systems. The Brita
Company itself collects, dismantles, and recycles the filter cartridges - a policy which is supported by
our Principals of Product Stewardship (enclosed).

We understand that Clorox has made efforts recently to become more environmentally-friendly with
its purchase of the Burt’s Bees line. We encourage you to pay similar attention to the existing product

line by redesigning the Brita filter cartridges to facilitate recycling and implementing a take-back
program.

We look forward to adding Clorox to the list of manufacturers that are embracing Product Stewardship
and becoming today's leaders in Extended Producer Responsibility.

Sincerely,

Rob D'Arcy, Chair
CPSC Board of Directors /

Enclosure
www.caproductstewardship.org

Mission To shift California’s product waste management system from one focused on government
funded and ratepayer financed waste diversion to one that relies on producer responsibility in order to
reduce public costs and drive improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability.



quifornia Produci Siewardship Council

PO Box 216381, Sacramento CA 95821

Framework Principles for Product Stewardship Policy
Adopted by CPSC Board March 5, 2008

The following principles are intended to guide development of product stewardship policies and
legislation that governs multiple products. It is primarily aimed at state legislation but is also
intended as a guide for local and federal policy.

1. Producer Responsibility
e All producers selling a covered product into the State are responsible for designing

managing, and financing a stewardship program that addresses the lifecycle impacts of
their products including end-of-life management.

e Producers have flexibility to meet these responsibilities by offering their own plan or
participating in a plan with others.

e In addressing end-of-life management, all stewardship programs must finance the
collection, transportation, and responsible reuse, recycling or disposition of covered
products. Stewardship programs must:

o Cover the costs of new, historic and orphan covered products.
o Provide convenient collection for consumers throughout the State.

e Costs for product waste management are shifted from taxpayers and ratepayers to
producers and users.

e Programs are operated by producers with minimum government involvement.

2. Shared Responsibilities

e Retailers only sell covered products from producers who are in compliance with
stewardship requirements.

e State and local governments work with producers and retailers on educating the public
about the stewardship programs.

e Consumers are responsible for using return systems set up by producers or their agents.

3. Governance
e Government sets goals and performance standards following consultation with

stakeholders. All programs within a product category are accountable to the same goals
and performance standards.

e Government allows producers the flexibility to determine the most cost-effective means
of achieving the goals and performance standards.

www.caproductstewardship.org

ission 1o shift California’s product waste management system from one focused on government funded and
ratepaver financed waste diversion to one that relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce public costs
and drive improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability.




Government is responsible for ensuring a level playing field by enforcing requirements
that all producers in a product category participate in a stewardship program as a
condition for selling their product in the jurisdiction.

Product categories required to have stewardship programs are selected using the process
and priorities set out in framework legislation.

Government is responsible for ensuring transparency and accountability of stewardship
programs. Producers are accountable to both government and consumers for disclosing
environmental outcomes.

4. Financing

Producers finance their stewardship programs as a general cost of doing business,
through cost internalization or by recovering costs through arrangements with their
distributors and retailers. End of life fees are not allowed.

5. Environmental Protection

Framework legislation should address environmental product design, including source
reduction, recyclability and reducing toxicity of covered products.

Framework legislation requires that stewardship programs ensure that all products
covered by the stewardship program are managed in an environmentally sound manner.

Stewardship programs must be consistent with other State sustainability legislation,
including those that address greenhouse gas reduction and the federal waste management
hierarchy.

Stewardship programs include reporting on the final disposition, (i.e., reuse, recycling,
disposal) of products handled by the stewardship program, including any products or
materials exported for processing.
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