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GM pulls funding for mercury 
switch recycling program 
 
Aug. 13 -- The largest financial contributor to a national mercury switch 
recycling program for junked vehicles is pulling funding for the program, 
according to a group of automotive recyclers.

General Motors, along with other auto makers, has been helping pay for 
removal of the switches through a nationwide program since 2005. 

But the portion of GM that emerged from bankruptcy court reorganization no 
longer wants to contribute funding, according to the Automotive Recyclers 
Association. 

That "new" GM said it does not make vehicles with mercury switches and 
"therefore is not responsible for the older vehicles made by the prior GM. 
The old company, still under bankruptcy court supervision, said it is 
reviewing agreement involving the former company," the association said. 

"This further highlights the need to find a stable funding source for the 
National Vehicle Mercury Switch Recovery Program, if the mercury from 
these convenient light switches is to be kept out of the environment," said 
ARA Executive Vice President Michael Wilson. 

Contact Waste & Recycling News senior reporter Jim Johnson at 937-964-
1289 or jpjohnson@crain.com 
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NEED A BREAK? 
Waste & Recycling 
News is looking for 
submissions for a new 
section for the Web site. 
Please click here to 
learn more. 

SUGGEST SITE 
IMPROVEMENT 
Do you have an idea for 
a way we can make 
wasterecyclingnews.com 
better? Please submit it 
here. 
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SUBMIT STORY 
IDEAS 
Have an idea for a story 
that you think Waste & 
Recycling News should 
cover? Submit story 
ideas here. 

SIGN UP FOR DAILY 
E-MAIL 
Register for Waste & 
Recycling News' daily 
news alerts here. 

SIGN UP FOR 
SCRAP REPORT 
ONLINE E-MAIL 
Register for Waste & 
Recycling News' scrap 
recycling news alerts 
here. 

2009 RECYCLING 
SURVEY  
Waste & Recycling 
News is accepting the 
2009 Recycling Survey. 
The deadline is Aug. 28, 
2009. To fill out the 
survey online, click 
here. 

RSS FEED 
For up-to-the-minute 
news delivered 
automatically to your 
desktop click here. 
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