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British Columbia Product Stewardship Program: Pharmaceuticals 

 (June 8, 2009)
Background 

The British Columbia (BC) Pharmacy Association (BCPhA) introduced the BC EnviRx program in 1996 to take back unused pharmaceuticals from consumers. The following year BC brought in the Post-Consumer Residual Stewardship Program Regulation, which required all brand-owners of pharmaceutical products sold in BC to take cradle-to-cradle responsibility for the safe management of their products. The Recycling Regulation, enacted in October 2004, replaced the Post-Consumer Paint Stewardship Program Regulation and provides the statutory basis for the existing pharmaceuticals stewardship program, as well as a legal framework for establishing new programs for other products. The pharmaceuticals product category includes prescription drugs, non-prescription medications and natural health products.

How the Program Works 

In 2000, a nationally registered non-profit organization, the Post-Consumer Pharmaceutical Stewardship Association (PCPSA), was established to take over from BCPhA to fulfill BC producers’ responsibilities. PCPSA contracts with Residuals Management Group Ltd. of Vancouver BC to act as the program administrator.  PCPSA has one full-time Executive Director which oversees the entire program in both B.C. and Alberta provinces.  PSPSA contracts with a local contractor, one each in both B.C. and Alberta, to operate the collection system.  B.C. has a population of 4.4 million people and Alberta’s population is 3.8 million so the entire program has 2 full-time equivalents operating the program per province (approximately 4 million people).  
Through the Medications Return Program, consumers return unused medications to 945 retail pharmacies in communities throughout the province representing 93 percent of the licensed community pharmacies in BC. The program covers medications returned from consumers that purchased their medications through a hospital or pharmacy. The program does not cover staledated medications from pharmacy shelves; they must be post consumer medications. The pharmacists store the returned medications in a secure container until they are picked up by courier and transported to an incinerator for destruction. Under the plan, participating pharmacies are instructed to recycle the outer packaging returned with the medications (except liquids) where a plastic bottle recycling program is available in their area.  PCPSA has chosen a return to retail collection model because, as stated in the 2008 annual report pharmacies offer “a logical and convenient system for the public to return unused or expired medications”.

Financing by Industry Stewards 

The Medications Return Program operations are fully funded by industry via PCPSA.  The program cost for 2008 reporting period was $315,000 and is shared by prescription and non-prescription health product industries, which pay fees to PCPSA based on either sales and/or prescriptions dispensed into British Columbia. There are no fees charged to consumers either at the point of sale or the point of return. In addition, there is no fee charged to participating pharmacies. 

The Role of the Government Versus the Private Sector 

Under British Columbia policy, the government role is essentially regulatory, while costs and program design and delivery are the responsibility of producers. Local governments, which traditionally provide waste services, may participate in stewardship programs under negotiated arrangements. In the case of pharmaceutical products, Canada’s pharmaceutical industry supports a return-to-retail approach rather than disposal services provided by local governments. Noting that some regional districts have collected pharmaceuticals at HHW events, PCPSA “prefers that medications are returned to a pharmacy location. Pharmacies are more knowledgeable in handling medications and offer a secure environment for safe disposal.” 

Additional Information: 

· National Association of Pharmacy Regulatory Authorities http://www.napra.org/docs/0/86/363.asp
· 2007 PCPSA Approved Program Plan http://www.medicationsreturn.ca/stewardship-plan.pdf
· 2007 Annual Report to the Ministry Director http://www.medicationsreturn.ca/ar2007.pdf 

· PCPSA Executive Director, Ginette Vanasse (613) 723-7282    ginette.vanasse@medicationsreturn.ca 
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