Model Contracting for Producer Responsibility Policy Language for Local Governments

(language developed by the Green Purchasing Institute)

It is the goal of the [JURISDICTION] to procure products from manufacturers and other suppliers that demonstrate a high level of environmental and social responsibility. Therefore, it is the [JURISDICTION’S] intent to do business with manufacturers and their suppliers that promote environmental stewardship, social equity, and fiscal responsibility to the maximum extent feasible. The [JURISDICTION] supports extended producer responsibility (EPR) and encourages manufacturers and their suppliers that are interested in selling their goods or services to City departments to take responsibility for their products throughout the product lifecycle. We find EPR to be an important component of a program that ensures that the goods and services the City procures will represent the Best Overall Value. To accomplish this, the [JURISDICTION] plans to [REQUIRE OR GIVE PREFERENCE TO] manufacturers and their suppliers, whenever practical, to:
· Offer free- or low-cost product take-back services that include collection, recycling, and proper disposal of their products when the [JURISDICTION]  determines that these items are no longer needed, agree to sign a Recyclers Pledge of True Stewardship, and document that the goods that were previously purchased or leased by the [JURISDICTION] are reused, recycled or otherwise safely managed at the end of their useful life;


· Participate in industry-financed recycling programs such as the Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation (RBRC) Call2Recycle Program and the Thermostat Recycling Program.


· Disclose to the [JURISDICTION’S] Purchasing Department the material content of their products, including the types and quantities of hazardous materials they contain; 


· Document for the [JURISDICTION’S]  Purchasing Department the miles traveled of each product they are supplying to the City measured from place of manufacture to distribution to delivery to the [JURISDICTION];


· Identify the factory in which each product offered to the [JURISDICTION] is manufactured, offer products that are manufactured in factories that are ISO-certified and provide an affadavit indicating that its products are not made by child labor or in a “sweatshop”; 


· Transport products that are purchased by the [JURISDICTION] in an environmentally sound way (e.g., shipped by companies that are members of EPA’s Smartway Partnership Program); and


· Assist the [JURISDICTION’S] Manager, Purchasing Department or Green Team in documenting, monitoring and reporting the climate and other environmental benefits of the products they sell to the [JURISDICTION], at least on an annual basis.
 

In addition, the [JURISDICTION] will give a preference to manufacturers and their suppliers that are certified as a “green” or “disadvantaged” business entity.
 While not all of these factors will be incorporated into every purchase, vendors interested in selling their goods and services to the [JURISDICTION] should expect that the [JURISDICTION’S] employees will make a good faith effort to incorporate and balance these factors – along with price and performance – to the maximum extent possible when making their procurement decisions.
� The development of this document was funded by a grant from the California Integrated Waste Management Board.  Zero Waste – You Make it Happen!





