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Plastic carrier bag taxes in Europe, 13.05.04.09
	COUNTRY
	TAXES
	COMMENTS

	Austria
	Non
	No taxes from Government.
Licence fee is differentiated, plastics vs biodegradable plastics 

	Belgium
	€ 3/ kg
	Instead of a tax on all packaging materials, the Government has decided, as of 2007, to tax selected types of packaging (“the pic- nic tax”) as follows: Plastic bags (carrier bags) € 3 per kg, Plastic films for households € 2.70 per kg, household aluminium foil € 4.50 per kg, Disposable cutlery € 3.60 per kg. The taxes are paid by the retailers to the Government and calculated in the price of the products.  No tax on biodegradable bags.

	Czech Republic
	Non
	

	Denmark
	DKK 22/kg
(€ 3/kg)
	Packaging tax from 1994, paid by retailers. Includes also plastic carrier bags.

	Estonia
	€ 2,56/kg
	General packaging taxes. 

	Finland
	Non
	A tax proposed in 2009 by Social democrats, similar to the Danish system, but proposal has been withdrawn

	France
	Non
	Proposal on a ban has been withdrawn. The number of bags has been reduced dramatically after years of discussions of a ban of plastic carrier bags

	Germany
	Non
	It is decided by Government that there are no licence fee on compostable bags; compostable according to EN 13432: The licence fee of compostable bioplastics is at the moment 0 until Dec. 2012. This is written in § 16 VerpackVO (Germany regulation for packaging material). The bioplastic has to be made of biodegradables and has to be compostable which has to be proved by an independent certificate according EN 13432 in co-work with Bioplastics Europe. In German the certification comes from DIN CERTCO.

	Greece
	Non
	

	Hungary
	Non
	

	Iceland
	Non
	No tax by Government. However the retail chains have since 1994 imposed a levy of ISK 15 (€ 0, 20)/ bag incl VAT. The surplus from plastic carrier bags have been transferred to an environmental fund (www.pokasjodur.is) intended for environmental projects. As a result of the crisis the fund will now also support social projects. The levy was a measure from retailers in order to avoid a tax. The levy has reduced the use of bags by 30%.

	Ireland
	€ 0,22
	Impact of this tax is discussed in several reports  (e.g. impacts on consumption of plastics and littering)

	Italy
	Non
	There is a law for banning plastic carrier bags in 2010 but it's not applicable as it needs to be completed with another decree.

	Latvia
	€ 0,3/ kg
	

	Lithuania
	Non
	

	Luxembourg
	Non
	Number of bags reduced due to national campaigns based on a voluntary agreement

	Malta
	7 Malta cents
	No tax on biodegradable bags, 6 Malta cents on degradable bags

	Netherlands
	€ 0,3377/kg
	General packaging taxes, covering all fees. Total tax for NL: € 365 mill for all packaging, of which € 250 for Treasury,  € 115 for collection and recycling and  € 11 million for anti- littering purposes

	Norway
	Non
	Ban proposed, but stopped, tax in discussion

	Portugal
	Non
	

	Rumania
	0.2 lei/piece

0.05 €/piece
	Tax on non biodegradable carrier bag. This tax is collected by Environmental Fund. The law is in force starting January 1st 2009.

	Spain
	Non
	In discussion, incl. a possible target of a 50 % reduction  
Also discussed in Catalania; a tax or at least a compulsory payment…which might be against ant trust regulations

	Sweden
	Non
	

	Switzerland
	Non
	

	UK
	Non
	Under discussion for years, even in Scotland and Wales
A voluntary agreement with major UK grocery organisations on reduction of packaging waste. E.g. Tesco commitment: Our new target is to cut the number of carrier bags we give out by 50% by the end of February 2009 compared with May 2006.
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