Place on City/County Letterhead
RE:  LEGAL OBLIGATION TO COLLECT MERCURY THERMOSTATS IN CALIFORNIA
Dear Insert Name of HVAC Wholesaler:

Attached is a fact sheet from the California Department of Toxic Substances Control for HVAC Wholesalers and Contractors on a law that is likely to affect your business operations.  The law requires ALL HVAC wholesalers that have a physical location in California to act as a collection location for out-of-service mercury-added thermostats.  
Effective July 1, 2009, the State of California passed the Mercury Thermostat Recycling Act of 2008, designed to increase the collection and recycling of waste mercury thermostats in California.  Mercury thermostats are a major source of mercury contamination in the environment.  Mercury is a toxic metal that can accumulate in living tissues and cause adverse health effects.  When a mercury thermostat is broken and disposed of in a landfill or incinerator the mercury can contaminate air, surface water and ground water.

Help with Collections and Public Education Materials:  Fortunately, for wholesalers who are not currently collecting mercury thermostats, a convenient collection/recycling program already exists. Manufacturers of mercury-containing thermostats started the Thermostat Recycling Corporation (TRC) in 1997 to facilitate the collection and recycling of all brands of mercury-containing thermostats.  

For a modest one-time fee (currently calculated at $25 per collection container) the TRC will provide a sturdy plastic collection container that holds up to 100 waste thermostats and educational materials.  TRC assumes all on-going costs for shipping and processing of the thermostats.  All that TRC requires is that collection locations only ship whole mercury-containing thermostats (no other mercury-containing products) with their covers intact, return the container at least once a year and promote the availability of the program to your customers.

If you would like to participate in TRC, please call toll-free at 1-800-238-8192. Additional information on the program and participation forms and education materials are also on TRC’s website at www.thermostat-recycle.org.  
If you have questions about the implementation of law, please contact the California Department of Toxic Substances Control at 800-728-6942.
Sincerely,

Your Contact Information
