Sample EPR Through Purchasing “Boiler Plate” Language
Product Take-Back and End of Life Management (Mandatory)
The [JURISDICTION] strongly supports the shift from a product waste management system from one that is focused on a waste diversion system financed by the user of products, to one that relies on producer responsibility in order to reduce public costs and drive improvements in product design that promote environmental sustainability. We support an end-of-life product management system where manufacturers and their distribution system take physical and/or financial responsibility for their products and packaging, encouraging them to redesign their goods to be devoid of toxic chemicals, long lasting, minimally packaged, and easily recyclable. By factoring end-of-life management into the overall cost of owning a product, the [JURISDICTION] can identify brands that offer the best overall value. 
 
Bidders must propose a program in which they agree to provide take-back and management services for end-of life Universal Wastes, as defined by the California Universal Waste Rule, Title 22, California Code of Regulations, at no cost to the City.  
 
The list of products currently regulated by the California Universal Waste Rule, and requiring take-back or end-of-life management under this contract are listed below. Any additional products that become listed under the California Waste Rule, during the course of this contract, would also be held to the requirements of this section.
 
Products covered under the California Universal Waste Rule and subject to product take-back and end-of-life management include:

        Common Batteries – AA, AAA, C cells, D cells and button batteries.
        Fluorescent Tubes and Bulbs and Other Mercury-Containing Lamps –Fluorescent light tubes and bulbs, high intensity discharge (HID), metal halide, sodium, and neon bulbs. 
        Electronic Devices – Any product with a computer chip. (e.g., televisions and computer monitors, computers, printers, VCRs, cell phones, telephones, radios, microwave ovens, PDAs, cameras, small office equipment etc.)
        Mercury-Containing Devices – (e.g., novelty items, certain rubber flooring, etc.)
        Non-Empty Aerosol Cans that Contain Hazardous Materials – Aerosol cans contain flammables, like butane, as propellants for products like paint. If the aerosol can is labeled with words like TOXIC or FLAMMABLE it would qualify for take-back.
                                                                                      
This program should include, but not be limited to:

        Accomplishment through a contractual provision whereby the Bidder agrees to be responsible for taking back the products and providing for appropriate re-use, recycling or disposal (when reuse or recycling is not possible) when the City no longer needs the products. 
        Bidders must arrange for the management (including but not limited to providing collection/transport containers, collection, transportation, recycling and or proper disposal) of used products, defined as Hazardous Waste and/or Universal Waste. Bidders must ensure that all products are sent to an authorized handler, a universal waste transfer station, a recycling facility, or a disposal facility. Bidders must describe the procedures and system they propose using, including the list of subcontractors and their role. Bidders must describe how Hazardous and Universal Wastes will be handled and ensure that no material originating from this contract is Universal waste shall not be landfilled , incinerated, nor exported to developing countries for disposal or recycling in accordance with the Basel Convention.
        Bidders must offer to manage at least one unit of product for each unit of product purchased from the Bidder. 
        Recycling will be handled by a responsible recycling operation with an environmental management system in place.
        In the case of electronic waste, agree to provide, take-back programs that comply with the requirements established in the Electronics Recycler’s Pledge of True Stewardship, per the Basel Action Network (www.ban.org). 
        It is desirable that the Bidder participates in a manufacturer-financed third-party recycling program (e.g., Rechargeable Battery Recycling Corporation’s (RBRC) Call2Recycle Program www.rbrc.org)
        Provide disclosure and documentation to the Contract Manager regarding how products were managed in a manner that is environmentally and socially responsible to demonstrates compliance with the requirements above. 
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