Sample Letter from local governments  to Congress supporting e-waste export legislation
Note: Please EMAIL the final letters to the legislative aide’s for the two Congressmen:
For Rep Shimkus: chris.sarley@mail.house.gov
For Rep Green: Lindsay.Mosshart@mail.house.gov; 
Date
Honorable John Shimkus



Honorable Gene Green

Chair






Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy
Subcommittee on Environment and the Economy

House of Representatives



U.S. House of Representatives
2452 Rayburn House Office Building


2372 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515




Washington, DC 20515

RE:
Support for HR 2284 – The Responsible Electronics Recycling Act


Dear Representative Shimkus and Representative Green:
I am writing to express [organization name’s] support for H.R. 2284, the Responsible Electronics Recycling Act. We are very pleased to see that this important legislation has been introduced, and hope that it will be passed in this Congress.
Because my agency manages household hazardous waste, we are well familiar with the need to safely manage electronic waste, which contains many toxic chemicals. As we contract with vendors to manage this waste stream for our jurisdiction, we would like to ensure that they are not simply exporting this waste stream to developing countries, for several reasons.

First, in exporting e-waste, we are exporting jobs. We’d rather see our local recyclers in California get this work doing disassembly, sorting, and repair – rather than sending those jobs to other countries. We know that responsible recyclers in California would be able to expand and grow their businesses if they were not undercut by the exporters. Cities and Counties benefit from the tax increments when recycling businesses expand and add jobs, and we believe this bill would promote economic development and increased jobs by leveling the playing field for recyclers. 

Second, e-waste exported from the U.S. to China has been shown to come back to cause harm to the U.S. The Wall Street Journal has reported that lead from e-waste is coming back to the U.S. in the form children’s jewelry – with very high lead levels - thereby threatening our children here at home.  
Finally, there are the serious public health and environmental problems that result from the export of toxic e-waste to developing nations.  It’s shocking to us that a large percent of e-waste collected by recyclers is exported to developing countries in Asia and Africa, where it contaminates poor communities.  Reports, including one broadcast on CBS’ 60 Minutes, confirm that these toxic exports are poisoning women and children in communities abroad.  CBS reported that in Guiyu, China, a major dumping ground for toxic e-wastes, “Scientists have studied the area and discovered that Guiyu has the highest levels of cancer-causing dioxins in the world. They found pregnancies are six times more likely to end in miscarriage, and that seven out of ten kids have too much lead in their blood.”  Sadly, this story is repeated in Accra, Ghana and elsewhere. (http://www.cbs.com/stories/2008/11/06/60minutes/main4579229.shtml)

H.R. 2284 is a good solution supported by major electronics firms, such as Dell, Apple, HP, Samsung, and Best Buy.  It allows “clean” exports (of tested and working equipment and parts) but stops unnecessary and harmful e-waste dumping.

We strongly support H.R. 2284 and urge Congress to pass it as quickly as possible. It is good for the environment and it is good for our economy.
Thank you for your leadership on this issue.

Sincerely,

