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WestCovinaschoolholds CivilWar re-enactment

By Jessica Donnelly
Staff Writer

Confederate and Union sol-
diers met on the battlegrounds
of Walnut Grove Intermediate
School on Tuesday to provide
students a true-to-life lesson
on the 150th anniversary of the
start of the Civil War.

With the goal of preparing
eighth-graders for statewide
testing, Civil War re-enactment
groups were in full uniform to
educate students about the life
of a soldier.

Arnold Friedman, portray-
ing the first sergeant of the 2nd
Vermont Volunteer Infantry,
prepared his eighth-grade sol-
diers for combat using strict
punishments of no rations for
a month if they became disor-
derly during the battle march.

“We are teaching them
things they can’t learn in the
classroom,” Friedman said.

The annual activity focuses
on American history curricu-
lum, Principal Rich Nambu
said.

“We are reinforcing what we
taught students in the class-
room,” added social studies
teacher Britt Linke.

Allowing students to actively
learn about the Civil War and
experience life as a solider
allows them to connect and
internalize material, dates, and
names, she said.

“Sometimes books don’t
have all the answers,” agreed
student Augustine Salas. “I got
to see how people acted and
did things.”

The school’s field was trans-
formed into Confederate and
Union camps and re-enact-
ment volunteers brought Civil
War collectibles and props to
engage students in the lessons.

Eighth-grader Mariah Jack-
son said she was surprised to
learn that soldiers died for rea-
sons other than wounds sus-
tained during battle.

Living conditions contrib-
uted to many soldiers' deaths,
she said.

The students fired a cannon
on the field — always one of
their favorite reenactment
drills, Linke said. As the can-
non was prepared to fire, volun-
teers reminded students of the
first shots fired from Fort
Sumter on April 12, 1861.

jessica.donnelly@sgvn.com
626-962-8811, ext. 2705

Students receive
hands-on Civil
War instruction

Watchara Phomicinda Staff Photographer
Student Jennifer Amoroso, 14, left, and Civil War actor Bob Ruecker load a canon barrel
during a reenactment at Walnut Grove Intermediate School in West Covina on Tuesday,
April 1. The event was a part of a two day activity that taught students about the Civil War.

FINE JEWELRY FOR 120 YEARS

350 S. Lake Ave., Pasadena. (626) 795-8647

www.arnoldsfinejewelry.com
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Whisper light.
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Solutions to 3 Pesky Disposal Problems 
What do old batteries, used gift cards and “sharps” (home-generated syringes) have in common?
Answer: all three have short lives, and all three end up in the waste stream somewhere – hopefully not in 
your home trash can.

Don’t Get Stuck
Since 2008, sharps and medical needles may not be thrown into trash barrels. There are several drop-off 
locations for sharps waste stored in a properly labeled, puncture resistant container. Locations include:

Monrovia Health Center
330 W. Maple Avenue 
626-256-1642
Sharps accepted only on Tuesday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Temple City Sheriff Station
8838 Las Tunas Dr.
626-448-9861
Drop-off boxes are available 24/7. Expired/unused drugs and controlled substances also accepted.

LA County HHW Roundups
visit www.888CleanLA.com for locations and dates

One quart sharp containers are available at City Hall and Public Works Yard while supplies last (limit one per household). For more information on sharps, visit 
http://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/hhw/sharps/sites.cfm.

Can I recycle my used gift cards?
Yes, Gift Cards that have been redeemed can be recycled. Check with your retailer, or, better yet, reload the used card and continue to shop! When you’re 
fi nished, place your old plastic cards in an envelope (no rubber bands, paper clips or paper) and send them to Earthworks c/o Halprin Ind., 25840 Miles Rd., 
Bedford, OH 44146. Earthworks collects and remanufactures the used cards. Also, you can sell or trade unused Gift Cards on websites like Plastic Jungle 
or Swapagift.com.

Battery Recycling
Looking for a convenient place to recycle your household batteries? You can drop your used batteries off at Digitech Camera Repair located at 447 W. Foothill, 
and The Dollmakers’ Kattywompus in Old Town at 412 S. Myrtle. Just a reminder, don’t forget to tape battery terminals to prevent fi res!
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Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament - Saturday, 2 pm
($50 Buy-in   •   1st Place – Laptop Computer)

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Phil and Mary Daniels

Pierce Brothers 
Turner & Stevens 
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