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The Associated Press
Defendants listen to their attorneys after the jury found
the 10 Muslim students guilty of disrupting the Israeli
ambassador’s speech in Santa Ana on Friday.

SACRAMENTO
Brown mulls signing bill
on STD child vaccinations

Heated debate in the
Republican presidential race
over child vaccinations also is
playing out in California as
Democratic Gov. Jerry Brown
considers whether to a sign a
bill allowing children as
young as 12 to get vaccinated
against sexually transmitted
diseases without their par-
ents’ consent.

Religious leaders, pro-fam-
ily organizations and GOP
lawmakers have warned the
change would erode the
rights of parents to be
involved in their children’s
medical decisions. Supporters
say the legislation is needed
to keep up with new preven-
tion treatments and help slow
the spread of STDs among
minors.

The bill passed the Califor-
nia Legislature along mostly
party lines and now is on
Brown’s desk. He has until
Oct. 9 to act on A.B. 499, and
has not signaled his intent.

Currently, California
minors are allowed to seek
diagnosis and treatment for
STDs such as the human
papillomavirus, known as
HPV, without parental con-
sent but cannot get vacci-
nated without their parent’s
approval.

WESTMINSTER
Estranged wife gives
plea in amputation case

A woman has pleaded not
guilty to cutting off her
estranged husband’s penis
and running it through a
garbage disposal.

Catherine Kieu entered the
plea in Orange County Supe-
rior Court Friday to charges
of torture and aggravated
mayhem with sentencing
enhancements for great
bodily injury and use of a
knife.

If convicted of all counts,
she could face life in prison
without parole. She’s being
held on $1 million bail.

Authorities say Kieu spiked
her 60-year-old husband’s
tofu dinner on July 11, then
tied his hands and feet to the
bed after he went to lie
down. Authorities say Kieu
cut off his penis as he woke.

Kieu’s husband had filed
for divorce in May after 16
months of marriage.

The Associated Press

Internet sales tax delayed
Compromise
avoids vote fight

Muslim students
guilty of disruption
By Amy Taxin
The Associated Press

SANTA ANA — A jury con-
victed 10 Muslim students Fri-
day of disrupting a talk by the
Israeli ambassador on a uni-
versity campus in a case that
has stoked an intense debate
about free speech.

The students also were con-
victed of conspiring to dis-
rupt Ambassador Michael
Oren’s speech in February
2010 at the University of Cali-
fornia, Irvine.

The students were charged
with misdemeanor counts
after standing up, one by one,
and shouting prepared state-
ments such as “propagating
murder is not an expression
of free speech” that were fol-
lowed by cheers from support-
ers.

Orange County Superior
Court Judge Peter J. Wilson
sentenced the defendants to
56 hours of community ser-
vice and three years of infor-
mal probation.

The judge found that the
incident did not merit jail
time and he added that the
probation period would be
reduced to one year if the
community service is com-
pleted by the end of January
2012. Minimal court fines
and fees were also assessed
against the 10.

About 150 people including
relatives and supporters of

the students and Orange
County District Attorney
Tony Rackauckas attended
the verdict in a case that has
often packed the courtroom.
Some community members
gasped and started crying
when the verdict was read
and about a dozen walked
out.

The case has stoked an
impassioned debate in the
affluent suburbs southeast of
Los Angeles about free
speech rights.

Some community mem-
bers called the trial a waste of
taxpayers’ money and said
prosecutors were singling out
the defendants because they
are Muslim.

Khalid Akhari, a 19-year-
old bioengineering major at
University of California, Riv-
erside, said the jury’s deci-
sion doesn’t change how he
feels about what he did that
evening, but he worries it
could have a chilling effect on
student protests.

“I don’t want people to feel
like they should be scared
that they’re going to be prose-
cuted,” Akhari said. “If you
want to stand for your mes-
sage, you need to stand for
your message. You have to be
ready to accept the conse-
quences.”

Prosecutors said the stu-
dents broke the law by inter-
rupting Oren’s speech on
U.S.-Israel relations.

The Associated Press
Paul Misener, Amazon.com vice president of global public policy, speaks next to Gov. Jerry
Brown at a media conference after Brown signed A.B. 155 in San Francisco on Friday.

By Marcus Wohlsen
The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Gov.
Jerry Brown signed legislation
Friday that postpones new
sales tax rules that would have
affected online purchases in
California, granting more time
for traditional and online retail-
ers to lobby Congress for a
national standard on the
high-stakes issue.

The bill, crafted as a compro-
mise among Amazon.com, tra-
ditional retailers and Califor-
nia lawmakers searching for
ways to raise revenue, delays
until at least September 2012
online tax rules that were
implemented as part of this
year’s state budget package.

Under the compromise, Ama-
zon will drop a ballot referen-
dum planned for next year to
overturn the law passed earlier
in the summer, a move that
promised an ugly and expen-
sive campaign fight between
online and traditional retail-
ers.

“When you get two threats,
that gives you an opportunity
to find a compromise,” Brown
said after he signed the bill at
Gap Inc. offices in San Fran-
cisco. “Hopefully, (the bill) will
set an example for our col-

leagues in Washington that
they too can cooperate.”

If that effort fails, Amazon
has agreed to start collecting
sales tax from California cus-
tomers. The budget bill signed
previously by Brown forced
more online retailers to collect
the state sales tax effective July
1. The move prompted Amazon
to cut ties with some 25,000
affiliate businesses in Califor-
nia and spend more than $5
million to collect signatures for
the ballot referendum.

The compromise bill will
cost California an estimated
$200 million in tax revenue
during the current fiscal year
but helps both sides avoid a
costly election contest and the
possibility of legal challenges.
State taxing authorities esti-
mate that California loses at
least $83 million a year in
uncollected state and local use
tax attributed to Amazon’s
sales.

Under the deal, the retailing
giant will rekindle its relation-

ship with its California affili-
ates and has promised to cre-
ate at least 10,000 full-time
jobs and hire 25,000 seasonal
employees in the state by the
end of 2015.

At the bill signing, Amazon’s
vice president of global public
policy, Paul Misener, said the
company would bring $500 mil-
lion in investment to Califor-
nia over the next several years,
mainly in the form of massive
distribution centers.

Misener praised the spirit of
compromise he said led to the
deal.
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ATTENTION COVINA RESIDENTS!

Energy Upgrade CA 
Whole House Rebates

Energy Upgrade California helps Los Angeles County homeowners make 
home upgrades to reduce energy use, conserve resources, and create 

more comfortable and effi cient homes. 
Participating homeowners may be eligible 
for up to $8,000 in rebates and incentives.

In an unprecedented statewide alliance 
between local governments and utilities, 
counties and cities are offering additional 
rebates and incentives to their residents 
who participate in this program.

Reserve your rebate now! Funding 
is limited and will be awarded on a 

fi rst come, fi rst served basis.

Interested? Contact us!
energyupgrade@covinaca.gov

(626) 384-5480

For more information, go to: 
EnergyUpgradeCA.org/LACounty

City of Covina
Additional Benefi ts

The City of Covina is providing additional incentives for residential 
customers who participate in the Energy Upgrade California program. 
The incentives attempt to reduce the upfront costs of program 
participation for Covina residents through: 

Building Permit Fee Waivers 
Receive up to $1,200 per residential property for projects eligible 
under Energy Upgrade California. 

Energy Assessment Rebates 
Receive up to $500 per residential property toward the required 
Energy Assessment on your home.

Additional Incentive Funds 
Receive up to $2,000 extra for upgrading your home.

Rebates and Incentives
Upgrade 

Level
Utility LA County Covina TOTAL

Basic $1,000 $1,000 $500 $2,500

OR

Advanced $1,250 - 

$4,000

$1,250 - 

$4,000
$2,000

$4,500 - 

$10,000

PLUS

+ Waived Building Permit Fees up to $1,200

+ Energy Assessment Rebate up to $500

$11,700!Covina Residents
get up to

in rebates and waivers
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By Bassem Mroue
and Elizabeth A. Kennedy
The Associated Press

BEIRUT — Syrian security
forces fired bullets and tear gas
Friday at tens of thousands of
protesters across the country,
killing at least 75 people in the
bloodiest day of the monthlong
uprising and signaling that the
authoritarian regime was pre-
pared to turn more ruthless to
put down the revolt against
President Bashar Assad.

Among the dead were a
70-year-old man and two boys
ages 7 and 10, Amnesty Interna-
tional said. In the southern
town of Izraa, a man ran carry-
ing the body of a young boy,
whose hair was matted with
blood from a gaping wound on
his head, as another child wept
and shouted, “My brother!”
Footage of the scene was
posted on the protest move-
ment’s main Facebook pace.

In other towns, protesters
scattered for cover from sniper
bullets, then dragged corpses
through the streets. Mobile
phone images showed the bod-
ies lined up on the floor inside
buildings.

The rallies, most marching
out from mosques after Fri-
day’s noon Muslim prayers,
erupted in towns and cities.

The death toll was likely to
rise, raising fears that there
will be an explosion of violence
today as relatives bury their
dead in funerals that in the
past have turned into new pro-
tests. Ammar Qurabi, head of
Syria’s National Organization
for Human Rights, said
another 20 people were miss-
ing.

Friday’s toll was double that
of the previous deadliest day of
the uprising, on April 8, when
37 were killed around the coun-
try.

The heavier crackdown
came after Assad warned a
week ago that any further
unrest would be considered
“sabotage” after he made the
gesture of lifting long-hated
emergency laws, a step he rati-
fied on Thursday.

It was a clear sign that the
regime was prepared to esca-
late an already bloody
response, with nearly 300
already dead in more than five
weeks. Previously, Assad has
mixed the crackdown with ges-
tures of reform in a failed
attempt to deflate the protests.

In Washington, President
Barack Obama condemned the
latest use of force by Syria
against anti-government dem-

onstrators and said the
regime’s “outrageous” use of
violence against the protesters
must “end now.”

In a statement, Obama said
Syria’s moves to repeal a
decades-old emergency law
and allow peaceful demonstra-
tions were not serious in light
of Friday’s events.

He called on Assad to
change course and obey the
will of his people by giving
them what they seek — free-
dom of expression, association,
peaceful assembly and the abil-
ity to choose their leaders.

Tens of thousands marched
Friday in the Damascus sub-
urbs of Douma and Hajar
Aswad, the central cities of
Hama and Homs, Latakia and
Banias on the coast, the north-
ern cities of Raqqa and Idlib,
the northeastern Kurdish
region, and in Daraa, witnesses
said.

It was certainly one of the
most robust gatherings to date.

WORLD&NATION
75 killed in deadliest
day of Syrian protests The Associated Press

BENGHAZI, Libya — U.S.
Sen. John McCain called for
increased military support for
Libya’s rebels Friday, includ-
ing weapons, training and
stepped-up airstrikes, in a
full-throated endorsement of
the opposition in its fight to
oust Moammar Gadhafi.

In the Libyan capital, mean-
while, a senior official said
government troops would pull
back from the besieged rebel-
held city of Misrata and allow
local armed tribesmen to take
up the fight. The apparent
change in tactics came a day
after the U.S. began flying
armed drones to bolster
NATO airstrikes, and having
the tribesmen take up the
fight could make it harder for

the Predators to distinguish
them from Misrata’s civilians
or the rebels.

McCain, the top Republican
on the Senate Armed Services
Committee, said the United
States and other nations
should recognize the opposi-
tion’s political leadership as
the “legitimate voice of the
Libyan people.” The White
House disagreed, saying it
was for the Libyan people to
decide who their leaders are.

McCain also called the
rebels “patriots” with no links
to al-Qaida, in contrast to
what some critics have sug-
gested, and added they should
receive Gadhafi assets that
were frozen by other coun-
tries.

The chairman of the U.S.

Joint Chiefs of Staff, Adm.
Mike Mullen, said in Iraq that
although the timing was hard
to predict, the eventual ouster
of Gadhafi and his family
from power “is certain.”

Rebels in the western city of
Misrata raised their tricolor
flag atop an eight-story build-
ing in celebration after driv-
ing pro-government snipers
out of the structure Thursday.
The battle-scarred building
commands a strategic view of
the central part of Libya’s
third-largest city and the key
main thoroughfare of Tripoli
Street. The snipers had terror-
ized residents and pinned
down rebel fighters.

As a result, the number of
civilian casualties dropped
dramatically Friday for the
first time in several weeks.

Gadhafi units may leave
Official: Armed tribesmen will fight in Misrata

The Associated Press
In this cell phone image, a Syrian boy carries a banner during
an anti-government demonstration in the coastal city of
Banias, Syria Friday.

Around the WORLD
Officials: American
missiles kill 25

ISLAMABAD — U.S. missiles
killed 25 people in an al-Qaida
and Taliban sanctuary close to
the Afghan border on Friday,
Pakistani officials said, signal-
ing American intent to press
ahead with such attacks
despite renewed protests by
Islamabad.

Some of the missile victims
were militants loyal to Hafiz
Gul Bahadar, a commander
known to stage attacks against
foreign troops in Afghanistan,
but two women and five chil-
dren were also killed, the offi-
cials said.

The officials said up to 10
missiles destroyed a com-
pound in Spinwam village in
North Waziristan, home to mili-
tants targeting American and
NATO troops just across the
border in Afghanistan, as well
as to al-Qaida terrorists.

32 more corpses
dug up from pits

MEXICO CITY — Like weath-
ermen announcing the daily
rainfall, authorities released
another tally of corpses
unearthed from pits in the
northeastern state of Tamauli-
pas: 32 bodies discovered in
the past week, bringing the
monthly total to 177.

And that’s only in one region
of the country.

The killing fields extend to
the nearby states of Durango
and Nuevo Leon and to the
northwestern states of Sonora
and Sinaloa, where so far this
month authorities have found
68 bodies. They continue to dig
for more.

The drumbeat of dead has
prompted scattered marches
by outraged citizens and a call
by Roman Catholic Cardinal
Norberto Rivera to end the
“demented” levels of violence
in the country.

“When will this end, Lord?”
Rivera cried during a Holy
Thursday Mass, according to
the front-page reports of sev-
eral daily newspapers.

Six kids drown when
boat capsizes in lake

SAO PAULO — A boat carry-
ing a family on a Brazilian lake
has capsized and six children
are dead.

Police say at least seven
other people in the boat sur-
vived, including two children.

Police say four boys and two
girls drowned in Friday’s acci-
dent near the town of Lago
Verde in northeastern Brazil.
They ranged in age from 2 to
12. Police said the weather was
good at the time.

The Associated Press
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