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RSABG botanist recognized for outstanding 
national scientific presentation

The American Society of Plant Tax-
onomists awarded Erin Tripp, an
expert on wild petunias, their

George R. Cooley Award for Best Con-
tributed Paper in Plant Systematics at the
society’s annual meeting.  During Ms.
Tripp’s presentation, entitled “Physacan-
thus (Acanthaceae): a heteroplasmic, in-
tergeneric, interlineage hybrid?” she
marshaled extensive morphological and
genetic evidence to present what one
award judge described as “the complete
story” of a west African plant genus with
previously uncertain evolutionary origins.

Ms. Tripp is a postdoctoral fellow at
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in
Claremont. She received her Ph.D. from
Duke University in 2008 and has pub-

lished extensively on wild petunias and
their relatives since 2006. Her co-authors
on the paper include Lucinda McDade
and Siti Fatimah Isa, both also of Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic Garden, and Iain Dar-
byshire of Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew.

The award is named for George R.
Cooley, a successful banker who studied
plants and worked in conservation in re-
tirement.  Several plants bear his name,
including Justicia cooleyi, a plant that just
happens to be a close relative to the plants
in Ms. Tripp’s study.  It is awarded to
graduate students or early career re-
searchers whose work is judged to be
noteworthy as complete, synthetic, and
original.
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The Claremont High School boys and
girls varsity swim teams used South
Hills as a tune-up for the upcoming

Sierra League showdown against Damien and
St. Lucy’s this coming Wednesday.

Winning most of the day’s events, the Wolfpack boys team
triumphed over South Hills by a 114-55 margin and the Wolf-
pack girls team bested the Huskies, 115-57, in a solid showing
during Wednesday’s meet.

“We had a pretty nice day and it was a nice win coming off
of spring break,” said CHS coach Courtney Eads. 

Dylan Tarazona was victorious in the 100-yard butterfly
(55.09) and 500-yard freestyle (5:08.95) as the only multi indi-
vidual event winner for CHS. Other first place winners for the
boys team were Remy Ertaud (1:03.8, 100-yard backstroke),
Luke Miller (2:15.05, 200-yard freestyle), Pedro Garcia (57.00,
100-yard freestyle) and Bryan Smith (25.01, 50-yard freestyle).
The CHS boys 200-yard medley relay (1:51.20) and 400-yard
freestyle (3:40.3) teams were also victorious.

“We treat every meet the same and even though South Hills
wasn’t the best team, we gave it 100 percent and didn’t slack
off,” Ertaud said. “We have new coaches this year and every-
body is getting faster and better. We’re ready to take it to the
next level and now the colleges can see what we have.”

Noelle Tarazona continued her strong string of performances
by winning both the 100-yard freestyle (54.32) and 100-yard
breaststroke (1:10.13) races on Wednesday. Teammate Tana
Wilson was also a multi-event winner for the girls team by tak-
ing first place in the 50-yard freestyle (26.00) and 500-yard
freestyle (6:08.11) heats. Piper Moore (1:51.33, 200-yard
freestyle) and Joy Gao (1:06.44, 100-yard backstroke) also won
their respective races.

Like the boys teams, the girls 200-yard medley relay (1:59.9)
and 400-yard freestyle relay (4:01.25) units were victorious
against the Huskies. CHS junior Claire Gardenhire attributes
her team’s success to the direction of the swim program’s cur-
rent coaching staff of Coach Eads, head diving coach Amanda
McCadden and assistant coaches Joy Simmons, Jaclyn

Strong team effort powers Pack past Huskies
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Claremont High School sophomore Dylan Tarazona is covered in water as he swims the butterfly leg of the boys 200-meter medley on Wednesday during the Wolfpackʼs swim
meet against South Hill High School in Claremont. CHS easily defeated South Hillsby a score of 114-55, boys, and 115-57 girls. 

Members of the Claremont High School Swim team cheer for their teammates on Wednesday during their swim meet
against South Hills High School.
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Gabrielle Cuellar
braids Fernanda
Suarezʼ hair dur-
ing Claremont
High Schoolʼs
swim meet
against South
Hills High
School on
Wednesday.
Suarezʼ swim
cap had come
off in the previ-
ous event so the
girls tried to
make her hair
better fit in the
cap for the next
event.

Claremont High School
senior Noelle Tarazona
powers through the 100
meter freestyle event to
gain an easy victory on
Wednesday during the
Wolfpackʼs swim meet
against South Hills High
School in Claremont.
CHS easily defeated
South Hills 114-55, boys
and 115-57 girls.


