BE PAINT WI$E, BUY THE RIGHT $IZE

Use the 3 R’s when you buy paint…Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
With any paint project the temptation to buy more paint than is actually needed to get the job done is prevalent. About ten percent of all paint sold becomes leftover paint, and the average household stockpiles up to three gallons of leftover paint every year. Californians dispose of over 2 million gallons of unwanted leftover paint as hazardous waste each year, costing local governments more than $16 million annually.
1. BUY THE CORRECT AMOUNT OF PAINT FOR THE PROJECT

When you purchase the right amount of paint, it eliminates the need to store, dispose or recycle paint when the project is done, and saves you money! Use this paint calculator to determine how much paint you need for your project or check with the store staff. If you just want a rough guess try the paint matrix. Using these tools will ensure you have enough paint for the job, with just a little leftover for touchups.
How Much Paint Do I Need?



Paint Matrix: you can also measure your room and use this chart to roughly estimate how much paint is needed for one coat:
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2. STORE PAINT TO KEEP IT FRESH

If your project is complete and you still have paint left over, be sure to store it correctly. Proper paint storage will eliminate safety concerns and keep your paint fresh for touch-ups or future projects. For best results, cover the opening of the paint can with plastic wrap and securely seal the lid. Store it in a place with a moderate room temperature to avoid freezing. Be sure to choose a safe location that is out of the reach of children and pets. To remember where you used the paint, write the room name on the lid for future touch ups.

3. REUSE 

Now that you have safely stored your leftover paint, don’t forget about it. Leftover paint can be used for touch-ups, small projects, or as a base coat on larger jobs. If you can’t use the leftover paint yourself, perhaps you know somebody who can. Donate leftover paint to neighbors or community groups such as, theatre companies, church groups or other local organizations that may be in need of good paint. You can also search online to see if there are reuse depots or “Habitat Restores” in your community. Check www.Earth911.com or your local household hazardous waste program to learn more about reuse options in your community.
4. RECYCLE AND PROPER DISPOSAL 

If your leftover paint is spoiled or if reuse opportunities are not available in your area, you can recycle leftover paint through a local paint recycling or household hazardous waste (HHW) collection program. Check the “Earth 911” website, www.Earth911.com or call 1-800-clean-up to learn about reuse, recycling and disposal options. If your paint cans are empty and dry, you may be able to recycle them: check with your local waste hauler to see if this is an option in your community. If recycling programs are not available in your area, the empty, dry paint cans may be disposed of as garbage. Lids should be removed so garbage workers know the cans are dry.  

An easy-to-use online paint calculator, such as the one developed by the Paint Quality Institute, can help you make this determination. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.paintquality.com/diy/calculator/calc.html" �www.paintquality.com/diy/calculator/calc.html�





You can also use a simple formula to estimate the number of gallons needed for each coat on your project:





First, determine the total surface area (square feet) to be painted. Multiply the length times the width of each surface (ex: one wall at 10’ tall x 10’ wide = 100 square feet)





Next, choose the spread rate that best describes your project:





Paint and Surface Characteristics�
Spread Rate


(square feet per gallon)�
�
Thick or textured paints applied to rough surfaces �
100�
�
Conventional paint applied to rough or textured surfaces�
200�
�
Paint applied to semismooth surfaces in a heavy coat �
300�
�
Most common spread rate wall paint applied by a roller �
400�
�
Paint applied to very smooth surfaces�
500�
�



Last, plug in the numbers using this simple formula:





Total Surface Area ÷ Spread Rate = Number of Gallons needed to get the job done.
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