Fire inside gazebo at Don and Ann Davis Park
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On Monday evening, at approximately 5:21 p.m., a fire was set inside the gazebo at Don and
Ann Davis Park in Newport. According to eye-witnesses, a local man, identified as David
James Timmons, 46, was refilling portable propane tanks inside the gazebo. Witnesses told

the police officers that Timmons was standing in front of an open flame propane heater while
attempting to refill several smaller portable tanks with a larger propane tank.

When the Newport Police, Newport Fire Department and the Oregon State Police arrived, the
flames inside the gazebo were eight-feet high. The witnesses told the officers that they alerted
Timmons of the strong smell of propane and urged him to stop because it was unsafe. Shortly
thereafter, Timmons allegedly dropped an open propane canister into the open flame and
subsequently fled on foot.
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The witnesses remained in the gazebo in an attempt to extinguish the fire. The Newport Fire
Department was able to quickly extinguish the fire when they arrived.

Timmons was located hiding in another park and was taken into custody. He was lodged at
the Lincoln County Jail on charges of reckless burning, criminal mischief in the second-
degree, and two counts of reckless endangering. He allegedly admitted to refilling the
propane tanks while maintaining that he did not set the fire.
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