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Jennifer West is a Program Manager at
StopWaste, a public agency reducing pollution
and waste in Alameda County. She is the
legislative lead for the agency, reviewing and
advocating for bills that further StopWaste’s
efforts beyond Alameda County. Many bills
that attract the agency’s support encourage
Extended Producer Responsibility programs,
where the producers of a product consider that
product’s end of life management from the
beginning.

Jennifer also addresses climate change through government support of building energy efficiency
and electrification, working with jurisdictions in the County and in the region, as one part of the
Bay Area Regional Energy Network (BayREN). She administers portions of Measure D in
Alameda County, which provides funding for recycling and recycled content materials,
supporting a circular economy.

Her work encourages and facilitates local government efforts to align policy implementation
with climate goals. She believes that collaboration and relationships are at the heart of this work,
and that we have so much to learn from each other. Jennifer served as Mayor and City
Councilmember in Emeryville, CA from 2009 to 2014, and embraced regional efforts to increase
housing, transform transportation and reduce energy use. She was a public-school teacher from
1995 to 2008. She received her Master of Public Policy (MPP) degree from the UC Berkeley
Goldman School of Public Policy in 2012, and her undergraduate degree was in East Asian
Studies from Wesleyan University. When not working on local and climate issues, you can find
her riding her bike, hiking in the hills or by the ocean, gardening or cooking up something with
local produce from her CSA box... or hanging with her adult daughters, singing in a choir or
listening to music her husband performs!



