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Members

California State Assembly
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support for Assembly Bill 2026(Friedman): Plastic Film in E-Commerce

Dear Assemblymembers,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we strongly support Assembly Bill 2026, which will
help address the global plastics crisis by phasing out unnecessary and unacceptable single-use
plastics used to ship online purchases in and into California.

Thirty-three billion pounds of plastic enter the world’s marine environments every year (1),
devastating our shared ocean and coastal ecosystems. Most plastic does not go away, instead it
breaks up into smaller pieces that can starve or choke wildlife and continue to release harmful
greenhouse gases. Plastics pose risks to human health and our quality of life as Californians,
significantly contribute to climate change throughout their lifecycle, and cost California



communities $420 million (2) each year to clean up and prevent from entering our oceans and
waterways.

Plastic mailing envelopes, air pillows, bubble wrap, and expanded polystyrene (including loose
fill — commonly referred to as packaging peanuts — and molded foam) added to online
purchases during shipment are a substantial contributor to the crisis. In 2020 e-commerce
purchases generated nearly 2.9 billion pounds of plastic worldwide — 601.3 million pounds in
the United States alone (3) and in 2020, consumers spent $861 billion online with U.S.
merchants, up 44% over 2019. (4) About one-third of the world's population is buying online,
and plastic packaging from e-commerce is estimated to more than double by 2026. (5)

While the types of plastic packaging used in the e-commerce marketplace are made from a
material designed to last for generations, almost all the packaging is discarded immediately after
a package is opened and is neither reused nor recycled. This plastic instead becomes landfilled,
burned, or enters our environment, where it can persist as a pollutant for generations.

AB 2026 will require a shift to non-plastic packaging that is recyclable, compostable, or reusable
and accepted in curbside bins. This is possible because it is already being done in other
countries and practical packaging alternatives are already used here in California. Consumers
have expressed concerns with the plastic packaging their orders are shipped in and want plastic-
free choices. As worldwide e-commerce continues to increase in volume, it is essential that the
state establish provisions ensuring packages sent in and into the state are packaged sustainably
and responsibly.

While California represents 12% of the U.S. population (6), we currently represent 27% of the
country’s total plastic waste exports. (7) Without bold actions, the plastics crisis, and
subsequent harmful impacts, will only worsen. As an environmental leader and one of the
world’s largest economies, California has the opportunity and the responsibility to tackle this
pressing issue.

We strongly urge you to vote AYE on AB 2026.

Sincerely,

Susan Penner Daniel Chandler

Legislative Working Group Steering Committee Member
1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations 350 Humboldt

Emeryville, CA Arcata, CA

Judy Sorey Sherry Lear

Member Steering Committee

350 Bay Area 350 Southland Legislative Alliance
Oakland, CA Culver City, CA

Valerie Ventre-Hutton Jan Dietrick

Legislative Analyst Policy Team Leader

350 Bay Area Action 350 Ventura County Climate Hub

Walnut Creek, CA Ventura, CA



Leslie Tamminen
Director

7th Generation Advisors
Los Angeles, CA

David Diaz

Executive Director
Active San Gabriel Valley
El Monte, CA

Cheryl Auger
President
Ban SUP
Pasadena, CA

Melissa Romero

Senior Legislative Manager

California Environmental Voters (Formerly
CLCV)

Sacramento, CA

Daniel Gluesenkamp

Executive Director

California Institute for Biodiversity
Berkeley, CA

Susan Stephenson

Executive Director

California Interfaith Power & Light
Oakland, CA

Doug Kobold

Executive Director

California Product Stewardship Council
Sacramento, CA

Jennifer Brent

Executive Director
California Wildlife Center
Calabasas, CA

Nick Lapis

Director of Advocacy
Californians Against Waste
Sacramento, CA

Jenn Engstrom
State Director
CalPIRG

Los Angeles, CA

Rebecca Spector

West Coast Director
Center for Food Safety
San Francisco, CA

Laurence Gathy

Director, Legislative and Policy Committee
Climate Reality Project, Silicon Valley
Santa Clara, CA

Pamela Flick

California Program Director
Defenders of Wildlife
Sacramento, CA

Martin Bourque
Executive Director
Ecology Center
Berkeley, CA

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California
Richmond, CA

Jessica Craven

Steering Committee Co-chair
Feminists in Action

Los Angeles, CA

Jim Lindburg

Legislative Consultant

Friends Committee on Legislation of
California

Sacramento, CA

Linda Rodriguez

Oceans Plastics Campaigner
Greenpeace USA
Huntington Beach, CA

Donna Staton, MD, MPH
Secretary

GreenTown Los Altos
Los Altos, CA

Sheila Morovati
Founder & President
habitsofwaste.org
Los Angeles, CA



Emily Parker

Coastal and Marine Scientist
Heal the Bay

Santa Monica, CA

Jennifer Tanner

Leader

Indiviisble California Green Team
Los Angeles, CA

Anita Ghazarian, OD
Environmental Lead
Indivisible Alta Pasadena
Altadena, CA

Doug Bender

Member of Steering Committee
Indivisible South Bay LA
Torrance, CA

The Rev. Daniel Tamm
Chair

Interfaith Solidarity network
Los Angeles, CA

Gavin Feiger

Senior Policy Analyst
League to Save Lake Tahoe
South Lake Tahoe, CA

Amber Becerra
President/CEO

Marine Mammal Care Center
Los Angeles, CA

Debra Chase

CEO

Mountain Lion Foundation
Sacramento, CA

Chris Benz

Treasurer and Member of the Steering
Committee

Napa Climate NOW!

Napa, CA

Jordan Wells

Director of Advocacy and Communications
National Stewardship Action Council
Sacramento, CA

Katie Covell

Board Member

NELA Climate Collective
Los Angeles, CA

David Krueger

President

Northern California Recycling Association
Berkeley, CA

Darby Hoover

Senior Resource Specialist
NRDC

San Francisco, CA

Nicholas Mallos
Senior Director, Trash Free Seas

Ocean Conservancy
Santa Cruz, CA

Ashley Blacow-Draeger

Pacific Policy and Communications
Manager

Oceana

Monterey, CA

Peter Chang

Chief Executive Officer

Pacific Marine Mammal Center
Laguna Beach, CA

Julie Andersen
Global Executive Director
Plastic Oceans International

Dianna Cohen

CEO & Co-Founder
Plastic Pollution Coalition
Los Angeles, CA

Gabby Trejo

Executive Director

Sacramento Area Congregations Together
Sacramento, CA

Shelley Brown

Director, Sailors for the Sea

Sailors for the Sea Powered by Oceana
Newport, RI



Elizabeth Chopp

Legislative Committee Chair
San Diego 350

San Diego, CA

Lucero Sanchez

Community Policy Coordinator
San Diego Coastkeeper

San Diego, CA

Erica Donnelly-Greenan
Executive Director

Save Our Shores

Santa Cruz, CA

Laura Anthony

Program Coordinator

Save the Albatross Coalition
Sebastopol, CA

Jay Whittaker
Consultant
SEMCO
Pasadena, CA

David McGuire
Director

Shark Stewards
Berkeley, CA

Daniel Barad

Policy Advocate
Sierra Club California
Sacramento, CA

Nina Atkind

Rise Above Plastics Policy Lead
Surfrider Foundation

San Francisco, CA

Maddie Chandler
President

Sustainable St. Helena
St. Helena, CA

Anna Cummins
Co-Founder and Deputy Director
The 5 Gyres Institute
Los Angeles, CA

Christopher Chin
Executive Director

The Center for Oceanic Awareness,
Research, and Education (COARE)

Oakland, CA

Ellie Cohen

CEO

The Climate Center
Santa Rosa, CA

Jackie Nunez
Founder

The Last Plastic Straw
Santa Cruz, CA

Isabella Gonzalez Potter
Policy Associate
The Nature Conservancy
Sacramento, CA

Chris Peck
President
Urban Ecology
Pasadena, CA

Dr. Elizabeth Dougherty
Director

Wholly H20

Oakland, CA

Angela Kemsley
Conservation Director
WILDCOAST
Imperial Beach, CA

Mati Waiya

Executive Director

Wishtoyo Chumash Foundation
Ventura, CA

Ruth Abbe
President

Zero Waste USA
Sebastopol, CA
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