
 

Paint 

The Problem 
Consumers buy much more paint than they need. The U.S. EPA estimates that 10% of paint sold 

becomes waste. It is the single largest waste stream managed by local government household 

hazardous waste (HHW) programs. In 2008 it cost California $27 million dollars to manage the 

nearly 2 million gallons of leftover paint that were disposed. 

  

Supporting Paint Stewardship 
As a result of five years of hard work led by the California Product Stewardship Council, California 

became the first state in the nation with a permanent paint stewardship program. CPSC worked 

closely with the American Coatings Association to lay the foundation for a producer financed, 

designed and managed post-consumer paint recovery system. In 2010, the Governor of California 

approved AB 1343. California’s Paint Stewardship Program, PaintCare now has over 

800 collection sites throughout the state. In FY2020, PaintCare collected over 3.5 million gallons 

of postconsumer paint and diverted 95% of that from landfill. 

 

 Click Here to Read CPSC’s Comment Letter on PaintCare’s 5 year Annual Report 12/11/17 

  

Research & Relevant Articles  
• States’ Waste Paint Problem Becomes a Solution for Recyclers, Retailers– Waste 360 

7/5/18 

• PaintCare California Hits 5-year milestone CA Households and Businesses Recycle 

Nearly 12 Million Gal– Santa Monica Mirror 10/19/17 

• Paint Stewardship and Counties: Examining product stewardship and paint recycling 

efforts in California, Minnesota and Oregon – 10/2015 

• AB 1343 Architectural Paint Recovery Act – Adopted 9/28/2010 

 

Links 
• CalRecycle’s Paint Webpage 

• PaintCare California Program 

• Green Seal Certified Recycled-Content Latex Paint 

o Acrylatex Coatings & Recycling, Inc. 

o Amazon Environmental 

o Visions Paint Recycling, Inc. 

https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_641a6fa6a5e04b4c9d9f4eb898d2f7e0.pdf
http://earth911.com/news/2010/10/04/paint-stewardship-law-passes-in-california/
http://www.paint.org/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=200920100AB1343&search_keywords=
https://www.paintcare.org/
http://www.paintcare.org/paintcare-states/california/
https://www.paintcare.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/ca-annual-report-2020.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_f2f5ba8dadfa47a39a9336e1ce5b9857.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_d32d459841a34f0985e5462c612ff1c2.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_a2fed22cb5a340bf86d5144addea2d8b.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_a2fed22cb5a340bf86d5144addea2d8b.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_a569466b64fa443f9fe5265370bcc7ec.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_a569466b64fa443f9fe5265370bcc7ec.pdf
https://www.calpsc.org/_files/ugd/ad724e_0f6e99a40dbd4e1eac8e88c957f8b343.pdf
http://www.greenseal.org/findgreensealproductsandservices.aspx
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/paint/
http://www.paintcare.org/california/index.php
http://www.acrylatex.com/
http://www.amazonpaint.com/
http://www.visionsrecycling.com/


 

 

 

  


