May 14, 2021
Honorable Lorena Gonzalez, Chair
Assembly Appropriations Committee
California State Assembly
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Dear Chair Gonzalez:
We write in support of Assembly Bill 100, a bill that will significantly reduce Californians’ daily
exposure to lead, a very dangerous neurotoxin and carcinogen. AB 100 prohibits the sale, or
introduction into commerce, of any drinking water faucet, fixture, water fountain or other end use
device that, after three weeks of testing, leaches more than one microgram of lead into one liter of
drinking water.
Current state law prohibits a person from introducing into commerce, or installing or repairing,
any plumbing end use device intended to convey or dispense water for human consumption that is
not lead free. The law defines fixtures to be “lead free” if they contain no more than a weighted
average of 0.25% lead on their wetted surfaces – where water touches the fixture.
Plumbing fixtures also have to be certified by an independent American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) accredited third party, such as the NSF International, as being in compliance with
the state standard. The related ANSI certification additionally requires fixtures to leach no more
than five micrograms of lead.
Although the ANSI certification itself prohibits certified fixtures from leaching more than five
micrograms of lead, and allows fixtures to be certified to leach no more than one microgram of
lead, California law does not express a lead leaching standard. As a result, state enforcement
actions, such as the Department of Toxic Substances Control’s faucet testing, do not address the
lead-leaching rates of faucets and fixtures sold in California.
NSF International tested 500 faucets that met the California lead-content standard and found that
73% of the faucets leached an average of less than one microgram of lead after three weeks of daily
flushing. However, some faucets, even those that meet the current lead-content standard, leach
much more. The NSF International’s test results demonstrated that after water had been flushed
through faucets over the course of three weeks, 3.9% of the faucets tested continued to leach an
average of more than five micrograms of lead, and one faucet leached as much as 39 micrograms
on one day of the test.
The need to reduce lead leaching from faucets is even more acute in 2021, because schools are
testing their drinking water for lead, and child care centers will soon have to follow suit. Should a
school or center need to reduce its lead levels, it will first seek to replace its faucets with ones that
leach as little lead as possible. Labeling standards, however, do not differentiate the lower-leaching
faucets from others. As a result, schools, centers, and consumers alike cannot identify the lowestleaching faucets in the marketplace. By requiring that all faucets on store shelves meet the strictest
lead-leaching standard, AB 100 will ensure that Californians have clear access to the most healthprotective devices.
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California has progressively worked to reduce residents’ lead exposure. The state can lessen
Californians’ lead exposure further by greatly limiting the amount of lead that faucets and fixtures
leach into the public’s drinking water.
AB 100 ensures that faucets and plumbing fixtures sold in California leach as little lead as possible,
both during a faucet’s three-week curing process, and on a regular basis. Amendments provided
to the committee greatly reduce the bill’s fiscal cost, extend the implementation date of the new
standard, and ensure that consumers will easily be able to identify the lower-leaching faucets. We
would ask that the committee support this measure.
Sincerely,

Susan Little
Senior Advocate, California Government Affairs
Environmental Working Group (cosponsor)

Andria Ventura
Legislative and Policy Director
Clean Water Action

Emily Rusch
Executive Director
California Public Interest Research Group (CALPIRG)

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California
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Brandon Dawson
Policy Advocate
Sierra Club California

Erin Brokovich
Founder
Erin Brokovich Foundation
Tom Neltner
Tom Neltner
Chemicals Policy Director, Health
Environmental Defense Fund

Melissa Romero
Legislative Affairs Manager
California League of Conservation Voters

Kaitlan Kalua
Policy Manager
California Coastkeeper Alliance

Janet Nudelman
Director of Program and Policy
Breast Cancer Prevention Partners

4

Lendri Purcell
Co-Founder and President
FACTS: Families Advocating for Chemical & Toxins Safety

Jim Lindburg
Legislative Consultant
Friends Committee on Legislation

Daphne Macklin
Daphne Macklin
Coalition of California
Welfare Rights Organizations

Linda Nguy
Policy Advocate
Western Center on Law and Poverty

Leticia Ayala
Healthy Kids Campaign Director
Environmental Health Coalition
Pat Bakalian
Pat Bakalian
California Coordinator
Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments

Bob Bowcock,
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Founder
Integrated Resource Management, LLC
Robert Gould
Robert M. Gould, MD
President
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility

Doug Kobold
Executive Director
California Product Stewardship Council

Samuel Molina
California State Director
Mi Familia Vota

Rebecca Walsh
Director
Early Childhood Matters

Karen Rosa
President
San Lorenzo Education Association

Faauuga Moliga
School Board Commissioner
San Francisco Unified School District (Signing as individual)
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Ashely Rojas
Executive Director
Fresno Barrios Unidos

Theresa Zighera
Interim Executive Director
First 5 San Francisco

Michael Green
Chief Executive Officer
Center for Environmental Health
Samuel Medina
Board of Education Vice President
San Lorenzo Unified School District (signing in individual capacity)

Kaya Herron
Deputy Director
Fresno Metro Black Chamber of Commerce
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