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There wasn’t much fanfare when California State Senator Josh Newman pulled
the bill he authored, SB 707, from legislative consideration in July. But the
action signaled that the California Textile Recovery Act of 2023 was not ready
for prime time.

Proposed in March, the first-of-its-kind legislation would make producers of
textiles and apparel goods sold within the state liable for the industry’s waste.
SB 707 would mandate that the sector fund an Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) program—a statewide platform for discarded garments
and fabrics made up of Producer Responsibility Organizations (PRO), which
would manage the collection, sortation and recycling process.

search

) download .zip “@-report bug_or abuse . Buy me a coffee

22 Sep 2023 15:50:09 UTC

SOURCING JOURNAL

5 FALL SUMMIT EVENTS Q
Act Seeks Path
in f d & <+

SJ NEWSLETTERS

Get the news straight to your inbox

Email

By providing your information, you agree to our Terms of Use
and our Privacy Policy. We use vendors that may also process
your information to help provide our services. // This site is

protected by reCAPTCHA Enterprise and the Google Privacy

w» Policy and Terms of Service apply.

(

117


https://archive.today/
https://archive.today/
https://archive.today/
https://archive.today/
https://archive.today/
https://archive.ph/sourcingjournal.com
https://archive.ph/ptdNV/share
https://archive.ph/ptdNV/share
https://archive.ph/download/ptdNV.zip
https://archive.ph/download/ptdNV.zip
https://archive.ph/ptdNV/abuse
https://archive.ph/ptdNV/abuse
http://buymeacoffee.com/archive.today
http://buymeacoffee.com/archive.today
https://archive.ph/ptdNV
https://archive.ph/ptdNV/image
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/technology/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/technology/edited-launches-game-changer-merchandising-tool-myedited-assortment-planning-inventory-456119/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/footwear/footwear-brands/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/footwear/footwear-brands/adidas-geek-new-distribution-center-suzhou-china-robots-automation-456484/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/technology/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/technology/retail-tech-oracle-uber-maersk-fabric-true-fit-salesforce-splitit-zebra-honeywell-jumpmind-wiliot-455446/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/sustainability-news/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=1&url=https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/sustainability-news/california-responsible-textile-recovery-act-sb707-apparel-waste-recycling-456389/&title=California%20Responsible%20Textile%20Recovery%20Act%20Seeks%20Path%20Forward%20Amid%20Lingering%C2%A0Questions&summary&source=sourcingjournal
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/sustainability-news/california-responsible-textile-recovery-act-sb707-apparel-waste-recycling-456389/&title=California%20Responsible%20Textile%20Recovery%20Act%20Seeks%20Path%20Forward%20Amid%20Lingering%C2%A0Questions&sdk=joey&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button&app_id=444322910044169
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://share.flipboard.com/bookmarklet/popout?v=2&url=https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/sustainability-news/california-responsible-textile-recovery-act-sb707-apparel-waste-recycling-456389/&title=California%20Responsible%20Textile%20Recovery%20Act%20Seeks%20Path%20Forward%20Amid%20Lingering%C2%A0Questions
https://archive.ph/ptdNV
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/author/katen/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/retail/california-organized-retail-crime-267-million-gavin-newsom-shoplifting-smash-and-grab-455450/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/sustainability-news/california-sb707-textile-waste-bill-clothing-recycling-legislation-josh-newman-421365/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/california/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/tag/legislation/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/denim/denim-sustainability/extended-producer-responsibility-legislation-traceability-transformers-foundation-415790/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://pmc.com/terms-of-use
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://pmc.com/privacy-policy
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://policies.google.com/privacy
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://policies.google.com/terms
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/3d-deep-dive-merrell-on-opportunities-overcoming-challenges-and-optimizing-processes/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/3d-deep-dive-merrell-on-opportunities-overcoming-challenges-and-optimizing-processes/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/3d-deep-dive-merrell-on-opportunities-overcoming-challenges-and-optimizing-processes/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/3d-deep-dive-merrell-on-opportunities-overcoming-challenges-and-optimizing-processes/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/3d-deep-dive-merrell-on-opportunities-overcoming-challenges-and-optimizing-processes/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://wwd.com/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://wwd.com/beauty-industry-news/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://footwearnews.com/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/report/material-innovations-report-2023/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/denim/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/footwear/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/sustainability/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/webinar/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/report/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://sourcingjournal.com/topics/logistics/
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://www.events.sourcingjournal.com/sjfallsummit2023
https://archive.ph/o/ptdNV/https://www.events.sourcingjournal.com/event-cal
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=391466&auId=f696d693-e1b9-43fb-89ef-f1c14b423719&bidId=1&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=391466&publisherId=162645330&rId=18e2f418-715d-4bcf-a34f-b58133b06c1a&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8X24I4m5mZ1iP9QlgBO47XzVUCUzkZyETQVPVoD7rMZZxxwqoBB-51k8q08zJMLfZxkNgyjB8KPElSebfKkPJNw2DcBXnu5E2250kJmRa1ZmWX9T515vd-4g0U4hJ-Go20EtgqmRUOvPclSvVkglVnaBuUo-JWpF6pyI1QECi2ZuFoYpTwKpRU4AnUi9C9k7WlsvzkA%26u%3DaHR0cHMlM2ElMmYlMmZkeW5hbWljY29uc3VsdGFudHNncm91cC5jb20lMmZscCUyZmVudGVycHJpc2UtZW5nYWdlbWVudC1taWNyb3NvZnQtZHluYW1pY3MtbmF2JTJmJTNmbXNjbGtpZCUzZDRkMDM3NTU4MzUyOTFmY2FkOTBkMTA1NThiM2MxZDg3JTI2dXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzZGJpbmclMjZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtJTNkY3BjJTI2dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduJTNkTkFWJTI1MjB0byUyNTIwQ2xvdWQlMjZ1dG1fdGVybSUzZG1pY3Jvc29mdCUyNTIwZHluYW1pY3MlMjUyMDM2NSUyNTIwdXBncmFkZSUyNTIwZnJvbSUyNTIwbmF2aXNpb24lMjZ1dG1fY29udGVudCUzZEdlbmVyYWw%26rlid%3D4d03755835291fcad90d10558b3c1d87&rtype=targetURL&tagId=27504330&trafficGroup=knaqe_3c&trafficSubGroup=zzf%3Aknaqe_3c_yv_ubyqbhg
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=HBMIEhGhzwNGTOw-gV0RU3n5HGBIhsomiDFBWcKwTpkF5tkTL-mUMhtOTKaJqMNAMImfK6jLm2tTFgnugKcbyfy7spjHx060udlZ5x59ECOBa-cnjjdH9zYrQMY6XzCV8WyYjjHWkFRXkhHqhyRvsWHmar4gpGesf8Kfnwb3rW-SfIcNImdeJDbAcsnanb7gw5KcgSfElyeMoWRznSpRrHjs1XDeqbU1_qYkm_jtTWt-Um9xMhkJSJxjZ7CyLaf_es5UL_cNVWR5sJkH43A1f0Wyk-gFCriVEQyXcTfP2KaQs-Uf4-A0ZtVxYpAx6hAb3e7X2wptVijp4SuabKSxATWHKwb3CDfbekGc8cY43gm44zjyHmKY04NzlfcpdXEo13S4tO5Yn-ZU_00i5jSynTzYOxP-YmY0Jz05pQl_Llvnu2Bzsc-8MIftnj5mcAbzzz6faEll17SwfFmsTK--GA36e9PWu108eclJTwbHR7GukaSve6Df9mQbzEGw4Ph9DFpWcw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.applevacations.com%2Fdeals%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay-prosp%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_display-prosp%26utm_content%3DT%21similar-audience%26cto_pld%3DKAab5P3_AACx9ebFeqOXxw
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=M97n4xGhzwNGTOw-gV0RU3n5HGBIhsomiDFBWcKwTpkF5tkTL-mUMhtOTKaJqMNAMImfK6jLm2tTFgnugKcbyfy7spjHx060udlZ5x59ECOBa-cnjjdH9zYrQMY6XzCV8WyYjjHWkFRXkhHqhyRvsWHmar4hsTicwve5JzjbES9iu54kFxTVJSXYEdnV5luJiP4G_jPpI8WikazeWUSrL50OtmsEKUg9D-Wh9HzPYi2pNhR4w1eiOf9yC321Kvo2Ss87gCOx2GZcTEcIfLKwVlRrZmhqcwlNC41SHbT0YfvJHekn_8mh2UPtRUpwulz0eunm-PwyCPG8LJVOpZdkLWtrrT0UoCv2vSUeC8TcNEbeB4AfrAEtWUxq0rqFBkL0T9vhfCrdH8Gyl9n_hCr6DXMjw8tCkCpCStKaDFGKlmjMdAsGP0c7xNeil8bheV3bI_3TcRXsYX9jKmj9XVaKQZEM2IPxdrHC63yd7HYCP9lgR06iZOHHJiHi7lXWqOGJmMLVCoX_snENk6j6DTM_UcxW_EU&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.applevacations.com%2FHotelById%3Fonsaleid%3D2076269%26los%3D3%26hotelcode%3DCUNRXKU%26remotesourcecode%3DLtmsHotel%26vendorcode%3DAPV%26redirect%3Dfalse%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Ddisplay-prosp%26utm_campaign%3Dcriteo_display-prosp%26utm_content%3DT%21similar-audience%26cto_pld%3DqdBysP3_AACGINz33EMK8Q
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=XwVfa_yU523TdI1gCBoIzUcTR9aceq5JYEOzt6fxK6G24z_qcNY1qAQ5Ke2M8UebarEm0RDaJfal1_cprgcthRf56Tnk0gMh9wOicM_nksKW7IyvYcsPxcCMwgldA1e6s3n3iFKA93_PAIX7T_dV6ADKDkA
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=391466&auId=34690667-24b7-44f2-a2a2-02a45f80ad2a&bidId=15000&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV2&oAdUnit=391466&publisherId=162645330&rId=a282948d-65fe-4083-ba86-673c40764f89&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8OhgCt14wuIErb7HX6sjV2TVUCUyLlYIHeVswYXWO7w9IjMDcUufZzVdwvZb3erUBDylN1lpzP3wfFwMEWax87CmSb7k7oNik-UTsqJyiG2UojwDPuCam_4ZCNnPjznHh_vgFoMSZJIhRTL5J_zD0hUlEerLt2LQYCYbdmfdMxQvqwGpV%26u%%26rlid%3Dd53b265a8f711430427d4357315887ad&rtype=targetURL&tagId=27504310&trafficGroup=knaqe_3c&trafficSubGroup=knaqe_3c_p2f_zbovyr
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings

9/22/23, 9:17 AM California Responsible Textile Recovery Act Tabled Until 2024 — Sourcing Journal

.1, special project manager for the bill's primary spol
yduct Stewardship Council (CPSC), said the decision
<ing on SB 707 until 2024 came from a desire to glea

y stakeholders. The California Legislature convepnesi .
I under the state Constitution, bills introduced during -
d over to the subsequent year if they require further: >
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contends the bill could have been passed in 2023, ¢
s of the Golden State’s retail community, as well as r ADVERTISEMERT
rators, prompted the timeline extension. “There were
, and there still are,” she explained. The group, along
fice, agreed that the precedent-setting legislation we
stry input. “We want to make sure to set the example
uture of this program and the others that will surely
ill can be acted upon in January, though the group b

1 reach Governor Gavin Newsom’s desk during the se
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Trade organizations like the American Apparel and Footwear Association
(AAFA) and American Circular Textiles (ACT), along with circular supply chain
non-profit Accelerating Circularity, voiced “significant concerns and questions

about how and whether the scope and mechanics of SB 707 can truly support

circularitv efforte ” In a _hilv letter to Califarnia State Assemhlv’s Natiiral

“Robust EPR legislation is a critical tool to create incentives and infrastructure
needed to achieve textile circularity at scale,” Sarah Coulter, director of
operations and special projects at Accelerating Circularity, told Sourcing
Journal this week. “Because California is a first-mover in the US on this issue,
any legislation adopted here is likely to become a model for similar statutes
nationwide.”

“That’s why it’s critical to get it right with SB 707,” Coulter added. More time
will allow essential partners, from collection and sortation groups to recyclers,
brands and producers “to ensure that what passes in California is
implementable and creates the right incentives to build a functioning and
equitable system.”

The bill's language should also be revised to include “clear, accurate, robust
terms and definitions, particularly when it comes to the scope and applicability
of the legislation,” she said. As it stands, multiple industries that use textiles in
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> could be subject to the legislation, though there is «
out who will be held responsible for recycling.
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t pressing are the infrastructural holes, which cannot
Coulter. While there is a robust secondary market for
d other secondhand sellers, textile-to-textile recyclin
s mature. “The infrastructure [for these efforts] is cu
it commercial scale,” she said. “Creating the right inc
astructure and develop the nascent market for recyc
ime, without negative unintended impacts, is a mass

>h said the organization has heard the sector’s calls 1
lated to their responsibilities under the proposed law
3ir continued input as work on the text continues. “W
)ack from stakeholders,” she added. “We want tracke
ions to the bill. We actually haven't heard any major r
‘ogram failures, and [the bill’s] large scope is in the p
2d.”

etailers are eager for the program to get underway as
supporting their goals tied to sustainability and circularity, Brasch said. She
pointed to Los Angeles-based women’s wear label Reformation as an example.
The company, which got its start developing dresses from deadstock fabrics,
has engaged with CPSC throughout the development of SB 707.

Reformation chief sustainability officer and vice president of operations
Kathleen Talbot said the brand has struggled to find in-state textile recycling
solutions. “One of the biggest challenges with closing the loop and keeping
textile waste in the fashion system is the lack of infrastructure and
accountability,” she said. “Building a truly circular fashion industry will require

PRy R U RV - PRGOS P SR S FU [ TP R SO [ S DT Sy | IR DS U

these gaps,” and that as it gains traction in California, it stands to “influence
broader policy and practice” across industries and economies.

California Retailer’s Association (CRA) president and CEO Rachel Michelin
echoed the sentiment that building a circular economy for textiles will require
cooperation across government, industry and the public. “I think making it easy
for consumers and educating consumers is a piece that’s really missing,” she
said.

ADVERTISEMENT

CRA has advised Sen. Newman'’s office throughout the creation of SB 707, and
also served on the advisory committee for SB 54, the Plastic Pollution
Prevention and Packaging Producer Responsibility Act, signed into law by
Governor Gavin Newsom in June 2022. “Whether you're talking about textile
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alking about plastic bottles, it's confusing,” she said. ~"~
a consumer in California.”

tate in the nation must coordinate across a multitude
recycling bodies and waste management systems to
icycling programs, and it’s tough for consumers to ke
tocols. “Fundamentally, Californians want to be goor
ent, but we need to ensure that these programs are \
ars understand how to utilize them and become activ
" Michelin said. Asking retailers to assume responsib
circular economy will be for naught if shoppers don'i
she believes.

es for a tiered, multi-step approach to recycling infra
that can be rolled out over time, Michelin said. “Con
10re environmental responsibility, and retailers are fi
up to do that and lean into it,” she added. “There’s s«

0 cause we're just one piece of the puzzle, and this is
it may not understand the complexity of trying to do
5 quickly.”

ng foundation based in multi-stakeholder collaborati

B 707’s future, according to Will Wagner, a San Frar
wereweee - ducts attorney and senior associate at multinationa. ... ......
Arnold & Porter. Wagner pointed to the packaging EPR, SB 54, as a cautionary
tale, calling its rollout “a huge disaster.”

As of yet, a PRO, which will assume the responsibility of facilitating packaging
recycling on behalf of producers, has not been approved by the state, despite
the requirement that all producers doing business in California join such an
organization by January 1. “l think exactly what would be happening if [SB 7071
had been passed this year,” Wagner said. “It would be a mad rush to figure out
who the responsible organization would be.”

really the first of its kind and there’s a lot of a lot of kinks to work out,” he
added. “There’s no proof of concept, we don’t know exactly how this is going to
going to work in the world, and an extra year to try to work through that issue
will be critical.”

SB 707’s scope will be the biggest area of concern—"both from the
perspective of what products are going to be covered, and from the perspective
of who the responsible producers are,” according to Arnold & Porter policy
advisor Yuvaraj Sivalingam.

Much of what’s been stated about the purpose of the bill relates to the impact
of fast fashion, “but if you look at the language of the legislation, it's not just
apparel—what’s captured is also things like window coverings, architectural
fabrics, towels and upholstered furniture,” he said. Meanwhile, responsible
producers have been defined as the operators responsible for the final sale of a

» product in the state of California, meaning that a retailer importing products
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state—or another country—assumes responsibility
vith the bill.

eate a disproportionate burden to in-state brands an
3 smaller players. “If you're a California company or €
rto comply with this statute, and that may put you at
vin terms of the additional costs you may have to bec
s,” Sivalingam said. “Another company overseas that
alf, because they’re passing the burden on to the in-s

that out-of-state brands and retailers will most likely
for their direct online sales to Calfornia shoppers, “bi
or doing so will be tricky.” If a New York brand sells p
1 California, for example, and does not sign up with a
the state, “there will absolutely be public enforcemel
'Wagner believes. That muscle will likely come from «
araging the unfair competition law, he said. “They’re
he company is operating in an unlawful way by not c
lia legislation.”

ADVERTISEMENT

3s to brands and producers from outside of the U.S.—
up the bulk of California’s apparel and textile purchases—*“The importer ot
record will likely take on the responsibility of the producer, and will have legal
liability to comply,” Wagner added.

Enforcement details become murkier when considering direct-to-consumer
sales from outside of the country, however. Some Asian fast fashion brands
operate on a drop-ship model, sending orders from their in-country distribution
centers straight to consumers’ doorsteps in the U.S., bypassing an importer, or
a retailer, altogether. At a July hearing of the California Assembly Committee on
Natural Resources, committee members determined that it “may be difficult or
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this is a bill that was worth reconsidering.”

“It’s fairly common that a bill author determines that more homework and more
conversation with partners and stakeholders is needed,” he added. “Our
expectation is that over the next several months, there will be a number of
opportunities for the bill author and the sponsor to discuss some of the
stakeholders’ concerns, and try and get to a place with revised and refined
language that may receive more support from all the interested parties.”

Initial reporting on SB 707, including remarks from its author, Sen. Newman,
can be found in Sourcing Journal’s June Sustainability Report.
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